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�„  Archbishop Philip Freier

When I hear people talking about a ‘secular 
society’ in contemporary times it often 
seems to be a shorthand for a set of values 
that restricts religious belief to the private 
sphere, something that may be personally 
held but best kept out of public view. I think 
that this an incorrect interpretation. 

A secular society is most accurately 
one that gives no unique preference to 
any particular set of religious beliefs but 
creates the freedom for all to be expressed. 
The operation of the State and the freedom 
to practice religious belief coexist without 
coercion. 

Even though it is a related word, 
secularism is however different, as it 
carries with it a set of beliefs about human 
society best thriving where there is an 
absence of religion. Secularism is inclined 
to push religion into a private realm. Under 
this vision religious ideas become less 
meaningful and the traditions that uphold 
them become more marginal to the society. 
Such a secularism inclines towards a belief 
system that human society is entirely 
capable of being its best without reference 
to the divine or any transcendent principle. 

I think that it is because of this that 
societies like ours struggle to make sense 
of evil and even human failure. We become 
accustomed to hearing structural reasons 
for human failure rather than attributing it 
to moral choice. Morality under this schema 
is corporatised into the things that are 
controlled by Government rather than being 
recognised as inherent to human virtue.

In 2015 I was pleased to be involved in 
hosting the English political theorist Lord 
Maurice Glasman to Melbourne in my role, 
at the time, as Chair of the Brotherhood 
of St Laurence. Glasman delivered the 
Brotherhood’s 2015 Sambell Oration on the 
�V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���R�I���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
common good. 

From the perspective of his English 
experience, Glasman spoke of how he 
greatly admired the Church of England 
for its embodiment and preservation of 
the common good tradition in the modern 
world. In his experience of working with 
and learning from the poor in their 
diversity and deep needs, he noted the 
�V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Y�L�U�W�X�H�����7�K�H�V�H��
two principles have ongoing relevance in 
building up human society. They are the 
source of vision and strength in a time 

of turmoil and polarisation. Otherwise, 
competition and criticism too readily 
breakdown what otherwise might be held 
in common. 

Glasman noted that the common good 
tradition emphasises the ‘importance of 
family, place and work and the threat posed 
to what they loved by an exploiting market 
and an uncaring state.’ As recently as June 
this year, Glasman speaking to another 
Christian audience in England said, ‘Have 
�F�R�Q�Ë�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���\�R�X�U���I�D�L�W�K�����'�R�Q�"�W���G�H�V�S�D�L�U��
and live your faith in public.’ A different 
narrative indeed to that offered to us from 
a secularist ideology. 

Community groups, Glasman says, can 
best maintain their vocation where they 
are neither an instrument of the state nor 
a private enterprise. The former isolated 
from relationships and the latter domi-
nated by KPIs, well paid executives and 
shareholders.

The world needs the transforming 
message of the Gospel. Let’s make sure that 
no ideology keeps us from speaking its 
truth.
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�„  Penny Mulvey

More than 160 people attended Archbishop 
�)�U�H�L�H�U�"�V���Ë�Q�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W��
Federation Square on Wednesday. 
Cartoonist Michael Leunig who joined the 
Archbishop in conversation in his very 
�Ë�U�V�W���\�H�D�U�����Z�D�V���Z�D�U�P�O�\���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G���E�\���D�Q��
enthusiastic audience.

Leunig acknowledged it was a bit of 
a shock to his system, as he is a bit of a 
recluse.

“This is my biggest social experience in 
a year I think,” he admitted to the gathering. 

Leunig’s cartooning role with The Age 
was abruptly ended last month, and while it 
shocked him, it certainly has not broken the 
artist’s spirit.

“The work of an artist,” he shared with 
the audience, “this idea, creativity, is a 
�P�D�J�L�F�D�O���L�G�H�D�����7�K�D�W�����������F�D�Q���H�T�X�D�O���Ë�Y�H����

“It is more than the sum of its parts. 
Creativity is enchanting, magical or very 
touching.”

He reminded the audience that while 
revelation is important to the artist, all 
humans are capable of an epiphany.

“The possibility of an awakening,”  
Leunig elaborated, “a sense of goodness  
and beauty.”

�$�U�F�K�E�L�V�K�R�S���)�U�H�L�H�U���D�I�Ë�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�� 

of the creative thinker in our world.
“In a secular society, we need to rely 

on an optimist’s voice. We don’t hear those 
voices, only the strident.”

Leunig reminded the audience that  
we all need to keep ourselves open. 

Leunig’s artwork always draws the 
viewer back to creation, and while he 
recognises the cruelty in the world, he 
reminded the audience that sometimes you 
just have to step back and look at the sky. 

In stepping back from the chaos of 
city life, Leunig offered the audience a 
gentleness, a willingness to not be perfect, 
�D�Q�G���D���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���Ì�R�Z�H�U���L�V���D��
miracle. He describes his work as a ‘poetic 
cartoon’.

“A little picture takes the terror out of 
the words, it becomes primal. An inner 
impulse.”

Leunig spoke and sketched, and 
conversed with the archbishop and the 
audience about the mystery, the madness 
and the kindness of the world we inhabit. 

And as the two of them wrapped up 
their chat, fans of the artist descended the 
stairs of The Edge to tell him their stories 
and grab his autograph.

�7�K�H���J�H�Q�W�O�H���D�U�W�L�V�W���K�D�G���E�U�L�H�Ì�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���D��
commodity before he returned to his bush 
retreat.

‘Sometimes you just have to step 
back and look at the sky’: Leunig

Michael Leunig sketching during his conversation with Archbishop Freier. Picture: Penny Mulvey

“In a secular society, 
we need to rely on an 
optimist’s voice. We don’t 
hear those voices, only  
the strident.”

Archbishop Philip Freier
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�„  Jenan Taylor

Many women clergy in the Anglican Diocese 
of Canberra and Goulburn have left and will 
continue to leave the diocese because of its 
lack of support for women leaders, a new 
report says.

It found the number of women 
ordinands and women in leadership roles 
�K�D�G���V�W�D�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
since the early 1990s because of cultural, 
theological and organisational barriers. 

Its authors warn some women could 
leave the church altogether.

They also believe what has been hap-
�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���D�Q�G���*�R�X�O�E�X�U�Q���U�H�Ì�H�F�W�V��
what has been happening in the Australian 
Church for the past decade. 

Chair the Reverend Lynda McMinn said 
the level of hurt and anger the working 
group witnessed in the interviewees was 
deeper than anticipated, and many had 
become disengaged from the diocese.

Ms McMinn said patriarchal norms  
drove much of how women were treated.

She said many of the diocese systems 
and procedures were modelled on a young 
man with a family and domestic support.

Ms McMinn believed Canberra and 
Goulburn would lose the women to other 
dioceses, or lose them from the church 
altogether, if things stayed the same in  
the episcopate.

She said the women’s experiences 
had discouraged some from wanting to 
be ordained, and had disheartened and 

discouraged others who were in quite 
senior roles.

Ms McMinn said strong and capable 
women had left and gone to other diocese 
�D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���Ì�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�U�H����

She investigated after realising the 
number of women in leadership roles  
had fallen sharply by 2023.

“I realised there were no women 
archdeacons, and only four women rectors 
were left in the diocese. There were about 
15 women rectors in 2015,” Ms McMinn said. 
�$�,���V�S�H�F�L�Ë�F�D�O�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�\���D�I�W�H�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��
30 years of women being ordained to the 
priesthood in this diocese there was such a 
decline.”

Addressing disparity: listening to the 
leadership experience of ordained women 
in Canberra and Goulburn Diocese aimed to 
probe the growing imbalance in numbers 
between men and women clergy in full-
time stipended roles, based on interviews 

with women clergy. 
The report noted that some women 

felt they were more likely to be given 
problematic parishes where positions were 
unfunded or felt set up to fail and then 
scapegoated for being inadequate.

It also said some of the diocesan trends 
since the early 1990s were:
• Leadership of parishes and of diocesan 

entities were dominated by men
• Overwhelmingly clergy who transferred 

from other dioceses were male
• A growing tendency to prefer and  

import men from outside the diocese 
rather than support and encourage  
the leadership of its own women

Canberra and Goulburn Bishop Mark 
Short said there was a sense of grief in the 
diocese about what women experienced 
because it had a proud history of involve-
ment in women’s ordination.

Bishop Short said he was particularly 
saddened that there might have been 
women who never got leadership roles 
because the pathways into them were not 
as clear or helpful as they could have been.

He said the diocese would establish a 
women in leadership commission to report 
on the structural and cultural changes 
necessary to reverse its recent trends.

Women’s ordination advocate the 
�9�H�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���'�U���&�R�O�O�H�H�Q���2�"�5�H�L�O�O�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�H�U�H��
was a gender disparity in the Church across 
most of Australia because of its patriarchal 
nature, which many senior leaders still 
defaulted to.

�'�U���2�"�5�H�L�O�O�\���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���G�L�R�F�H�V�H�V���W�K�D�W��
continued to hold the view that women 
should not have positions of authority 
played a role too.

�6�K�H���V�D�L�G���L�W���Z�D�V���G�L�I�Ë�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���Z�R�P�H�Q��
who were trying to juggle life, family and 
ministry jobs amid this context. 

She believed a continued decline in the 
number of ordained women could lead to a 
winding back of what had been achieved in 
most dioceses in Australia.

“There is always pushback in response 
to progress, but is this just temporary, or 
is it actually going to lead, as it did in the 
Presbyterian Church, to overturning the 
�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q�"�%���'�U���2�"���5�H�L�O�O�\���V�D�L�G���� 
“Are there people who think that’s possible? 
There may be some who think that that’s an 
achievable goal.”

‘Discouraged’ women clergy leave  
Canberra and Goulburn

 Picture: iStock

“There is always pushback 
in response to progress, but 
is this just temporary, or is 
it actually going to lead, as 
it did in the Presbyterian 
Church, to overturning the 
ordination of women?”

Colleen O’Reilly
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Melbourne Synod ���� delegates. Picture:  Hannah Felsbourg

�„  Jenan Taylor

Synod members have been warned urgent  
structural change is needed in Melbourne 
�G�L�R�F�H�V�H�"�V���Ë�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���F�D�Q��
continue its work.

�'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G��
increased stresses to ministry including, from 
diminishing congregations and continuous 
�F�D�V�K���G�H�Ë�F�L�W�V����

�7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���I�R�U���D���X�Q�L�Ë�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R��
transferring land and building assets into 
a form that better supported ministry and 
sustainable income generation.

Finance Committee chair the Reverend 
Kirsty Brown said the diocese had drawn 
down on reserves to fund its operations for 
many successive years, with property sales 
�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���G�H�Ë�F�L�W�V��

Ms Brown said the effect of this was a 
�F�\�F�O�H���R�I���G�H�Ë�F�L�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R���G�H�F�O�L�Q�L�Q�J��
cash levels.

In a presentation to synod, Ms Brown said 
�H�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
exceed income in the diocese in 2025. 

She drew attention to the 2025-2027 
�E�X�G�J�H�W���D�Q�G���Ë�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�O�D�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�R�Z�H�G��
income was expected to come from property 
sales, investment income, parish assess-
ments, and other sources. 

The plan stated these income sources 
were no longer able to meet the diocese’s 
cash outlays, and projected a negative 
�F�D�V�K�Ì�R�Z���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V����

It showed the major outgoings were 
redress funding, Girls’ Friendly Society 

�V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����G�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���V�W�D�I�Ë�Q�J���F�R�V�W�V����
and church planting. 

Ms Brown said the diocese needed to 
start working on structural changes now.

“We need the riches we hold to be in a 
form that can be utilised well for ministry in 
�W�K�H�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����D�Q�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
larger corpus of investment generated over 
a short period of time to break this current 
cycle,” Ms Brown said.

Responding to members’ concerns that 
the diocese had been in this situation 
previously and needed to curb spending, and 
live within its means, she said only cutting 
particular types of expenditure would not 
solve the problem.

Ms Brown said the quantum the diocese 
faced was different from the past.

She said matters such as redress were 
�V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���W�R���E�H��
honoured, congregations were diminishing, 
and there were fewer people to support the 
�&�K�X�U�F�K�"�V���Ë�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��

“We do need to consider the requirement 

to manage our expenses wisely, but the 
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P���L�V���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���Ë�[���W�K�L�V��
to live within our means,” Ms Brown said.

She said resources in land and buildings 
needed to be transferred into a cash resource 
that could be invested and income generated 
in order for the Church to be sustainable 
�Ë�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\��

Ms Brown told The Melbourne Anglican 
this would mean parishes making decisions 
about what their futures were, and how they 
contributed to being part of the diocese.

�'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���:�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
Group chair Bishop Paul Barker said 
manoeuvring the diocese into long term 
missional sustainability would be a major 
task in the next two years.

He said the diocese needed to keep 
addressing ministry and mission in the 
growth corridors, in multicultural ministry, 
and in the suburbs where churches have 
been traditionally strong.

Bishop Barker said this presented a 
dilemma that the diocese needed advice 
from synod members on because it was 
about much more than just balancing the 
books.

“We want … to be best placed for ministry 
and mission for the next generations. If we 
are to be strategic and sustainable for the 
long-term, we need to address these issues 
urgently,” Bishop Barker said.

Synod voted to receive the Revised 2025 
Diocesan Budget and Revised 2026-2027 
Financial Forecast, and note the revised 2025 
diocesan budget.

Call to overhaul diocese �nances 

“If we are to be strategic 
and sustainable for the 
long-term, we need to 
address these issues 
urgently.”

Bishop Paul Barker



ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA

The Parish of Whyalla

Anglican Priest 
Permanent Position

We are seeking a priest who will minister to our Parish and 
community with love, energy and understanding, who 
will maintain the cohesive nature of the Parish enabling 
the ministry of ‘the people of God’ and be involved in 
community activities. Minister the Sacraments and preach 
the Gospel in such a way as to encourage members of the 
Church to grow in their understanding and practice of their 
faith.

The Parish of Whyalla is centred at St Martin’s Church 
with Rectory and Op Shop in the heart of the city of 
22,000. The Church is opposite the Hospital and Health 
Services. Whyalla is home to Simec Steelworks, multiple 
primary and secondary schools, public and private, 
a Campus of TAFE SA and of the University of South 
Australia. 4.5 hours from Adelaide, it is connected by  
coach and twice daily �ights from Adelaide. 

There is opportunity for creative and innovative ministry.

We invite your interest in this position. Your questions are 
welcomed. A visit for inspection is certain to please. 

Enquiries should be directed to the Bishop of Willochra,  
The Rt Rev’d Jeremy James by 30 November, 2024.  
Email: bishop@diowillochra.org.au • Phone: (08) 8662 2249
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Looking for the  
prayer diary?
�8�V�H���W�K�H���4�5���F�R�G�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�U���Ë�Q�G��
it at bit.ly/ADOMprayerdiary.

�8�V�H���W�K�H���4�5���F�R�G�H���D�E�R�Y�H���R�U���Ë�Q�G���L�W��

Melbourne AnglicanTHE 

Advertise with us online 
and in our magazine!
Contact Ana to learn more:  
ahall@melbourneanglican.org.au

Melbourne
Anglican

THE 



 MELBOURNE SYNOD 7

Access to diocesan information 
will be restricted to select 
church members through a 
secure parish portal after 
synod passed the Archbishop in 
Council Amendment Bill 2024.

�'�D�W�D���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�O�H�U�J�\���V�W�D�W�L�V-
tics and authorisations will now 
be moved to the secure portal 
instead of being displayed on 
the diocese’s public website.  

Under a motion the 
Reverend Chris Porter moved in 
response to the bill, AiC and the 
registry will develop a policy for 
managing access to information 
on the secure portal.  

They will also ensure that 
diocese members are informed 
about how they can request 
access to this data. 

Healthcare chaplaincy 

Healthcare ministry will be 
�D�I�Ë�U�P�H�G���D�V���D���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H��
diocese in future strategic 
plans, after synod endorsed a 
healthcare chaplaincy motion. 

The motion highlighted 
the vital role of healthcare 
chaplains in hospitals, aged 
care, and support services for 
the disabled, unwell, and dying. 

Synod voted to encourage 
partnerships between parishes 

and healthcare chaplaincy and 
urged parishes to support the 
ministry through fundraising. It 
also encouraged endowments 
to support the creation of a 
corpus that would help sustain 
Anglican chaplains in major 
hospitals across the diocese. 

Anglican Overseas Aid 

Anglicans were encouraged to 
support the work and missions 
of Anglican Overseas Aid, 
after synod passed a motion 
acknowledging its efforts.  

�'�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��
gratitude for AOA’s efforts in 
fostering global partnerships 
with Anglican communities and 
supporting those facing poverty 
and marginalisation.  

AOA was praised for its focus 
on promoting women’s equality 
and building climate resilience 
through community develop-
ment and humanitarian work.  

Synod urged all Anglicans 
to actively engage with AOA’s 
mission, emphasising the 
importance of collective effort 
to create a world free from 
poverty.  

Code of Conduct 

Synod postponed a motion 

concerning the Code of 
Conduct for Child Safety and 
Wellbeing after legal advice 
�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���L�W���S�R�V�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W��
risks for the Church. 

The motion centred on a 
clause which stated, “All people 
covered by this Code must not 
… engage in any conduct to 
change or suppress a child’s 
gender identity or sexual 
orientation.” 

It called for a review to  
clarify the clause’s interpre-
tation, pastoral guidelines, 
and who must adhere to 
it, including lay members 
standing for election to synod. 

Latham and Rose Trust 
holiday accommodation 

The management arrange-
ments of diocese-owned 
holiday units will be reviewed 
as they are advertised at 
rates higher than similar 
commercial property, after 
synod agreed to a motion 
calling for a review of their 
administrative setup. 

Synod noted real estate 
agency First National Phillip 
Island was appointed to 
manage the Cowes units, 
and accommodation prices 

were no longer reduced for 
diocesan workers under this 
agreement.  

�'�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G��
that Archbishop in Council 
reviewed charitable purposes 
of the trust, and other held 
trusts with complementary 
purposes, and whether 
management arrangements of 
the Latham and Rose Trust’s 
Cowes and Point Lonsdale 
holiday properties aligned 
with these.   

Thanks to Melbourne 
Archbishop Philip Freier 

Synod thanked Archbishop 
Freier for his 18 years of 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�R�F�H�V�H����
Anglican agencies, schools 
and the wider community, and 
his leadership at all levels of 
the Anglican Church. 

Members also expressed 
gratitude to Mrs Joy Freier 
OAM for her contribution to 
the ministry and life of the 
diocese and service to the 
Australian Church. 

They prayed for God’s 
blessing on the archbishop 
and Mrs Freier as they moved 
towards the next stage of 
their lives. 

Changes limit access to Church data
Eucharist service at Melbourne Synod. Picture: Jenan Taylor
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�„  Hannah Felsbourg

Church members under 18 could soon serve 
on parish councils and participate in synod 
following a motion passed at the 2024 
Melbourne Synod.

It tasked the Children’s and Youth 
Ministry Steering Committee with 
identifying necessary legislative changes 
and bringing a bill to the next session of 
synod for approval.

In the process, the committee will report 
to the Archbishop in Council to receive legal 
and procedural wisdom and determine who 
will bring the legislation forward.

Mover of the motion the Reverend  
�'�U���*�U�D�K�D�P���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�L�P�H�G��
to shift the basis of eligibility from age to 
�F�R�Q�Ë�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

He said this would align with child 
safety standards, which require youth 
participation in decisions affecting them, 
and reinforce the church’s commitment to 
youth inclusion.

�$�&�R�Q�Ë�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���K�R�Z���Z�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H���D��
person as a full member of our church. 
�&�R�Q�Ë�U�P�H�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U��
�S�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���%���'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q��
said. 

“This motion is suggesting that ‘the life 
of the church’ should include our processes 
of decision-making.”

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���T�X�R�W�H�G���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q��
from St Jude’s Carlton as an example of 
a young person invested in his church 
community who supported the motion.

“Giving young people a voice in the 
Church will give them a stake in the 
Church,” Benjamin said.

Jenny George said being given respon-
sibilities and treated as a regular member 
after baptism as a 13-year-old helped her 
take church seriously and grow in her faith.

“There’s no magic age for being in 
Christ,” she said. 

“What are we worried about? Gangs of 
16-year-olds so serious about Jesus they 
wanna run the church? God give us that 
problem.”

Lawyer Leonie Bird said empowering 
young people was important, but legal 
protections for minors had to be considered, 
as parish councils made decisions that 
carried legal responsibility.

“Although these age limitations may 
seem like a deprivation of rights, they are 
also legal protections,” Mrs Bird said.

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�O��
concerns raised and said this was why the 
motion proposed a year to consider the 
changes. 

“Yes, there may well be limitations on 
what those under 18 can and cannot be 
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���R�U���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���%���'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G����

�$�,���Z�R�X�O�G���U�D�W�K�H�U���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�P���D�V���V�S�H�F�L�Ë�F��
exclusions within a general invitation to  
the processes of decision-making in our 
�F�K�X�U�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�R�Q�Ë�U�P�H�G���%

Lynne Carmichael, from the Upper Yarra, 
said legal responsibilities needed to be 
addressed, noting that individuals had to be 
18 to assume accountability.

She said she would have had no issue if 
the motion focused on AGMs but opposed it 
because parish council and synod involved 
legal responsibilities.

Trinity College Theological School’s 
the Reverend Christopher Porter said 
youth participation in leadership was both 
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�Ë�F�L�D�O����

He said his experience on a board with 
youth positions showed they could navigate 
legal challenges.

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H��
present as well as the future of the church.

“I hope we will have the day when there 
are multiple gangs of 16-year-olds eager to 
take over the Church,” he said.

Youth membership to be considered

Reverend Dr Graham Stanton. Picture: Signal Audio

“Giving young people a 
voice in the Church will give 
them a stake in the Church.”

Benjamin, 16-year-old



�„  Jenan Taylor

Melbourne Anglicans have resolved to 
make the church safe and welcoming 
for First Peoples, after synod endorsed a 
motion supporting ongoing efforts towards 
reconciliation.

The motion urged Anglicans to engage 
in truth-telling, repentance and justice 
alongside First Peoples and aim for more  
just and respectful relationships with them.

Synod celebrated the appointment of 
the Venerable Uncle Glenn Loughrey as 
Provincial Archdeacon for Reconciliation, 
First Nations Recognition and Treaty as  
part of these efforts.

It also noted Archbishop in Council’s 
adoption of a missional property strategy 
to allocate 15 per cent of proceeds from 
future church property sales for Aboriginal 
reparation and ministry.

Motion seconder the Reverend Canon 
�+�H�O�H�Q���'�Z�\�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���P�R�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���V�\�Q�R�G�"�V��
opportunity to make the church a safe space 
for Indigenous people because it was not 
always a place where they felt they belonged.

She said there were few places in 
Australia where Aboriginal people were 

protected by the church, including when 
their children were being forcibly removed.

�&�D�Q�R�Q���'�Z�\�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
the case with the church in Victoria.

“It hasn’t been a safe place for Aboriginal 
people. Christ loves the church, and I love 
Jesus, and so I want our church to be a safe 
place for us,” she said.

�&�D�Q�R�Q���'�Z�\�H�U���V�D�L�G���)�L�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�H�R�S�O�H��
faced discrimination constantly, and for her 
this sometimes included being questioned 
about the degree of her Aboriginality.

She said she wanted to be counted as 
an equal, valid and valued member of the 
church.

�&�D�Q�R�Q���'�Z�\�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���P�R�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���D�O�V�R��
an opportunity for First Peoples to say in 
�D���X�Q�L�Ë�H�G���Y�R�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���U�R�R�P���L�Q���W�K�H��

church for them, because as minorities they 
often felt isolated there.

“There’s often nobody else that can share 
our story, or who understands the story,” 
�&�D�Q�R�Q���'�Z�\�H�U���V�D�L�G��

 “We want to share our story with you. 
We want to journey with you, but we need a 
motion like this to make it clear that there is 
room for us here.”

Motion mover and chair of the 
Reconciliation Working Group the Very 
�5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G���'�U���$�Q�G�U�H�D�V���/�R�H�Z�H���D�O�V�R���X�U�J�H�G��
Anglicans to work towards righting past 
wrongs, and truth telling.

�'�U���/�R�H�Z�H���V�D�L�G���W�U�X�W�K���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���V�K�H�G���O�L�J�K�W��
in Victoria on the suffering that settlement 
brought, including the massacre of 
Indigenous communities, and suppression  
of their languages.

He said all the Anglican church’s  
missions were a part of this suffering.

He said the church was planning for 
the possibility of signing agreements with 
local traditional owner groups that would 
outline how it could better build a safe and 
respectful relationship with First Peoples.

“As Uncle Glenn has put it, it’s our peace 
�D�F�F�R�U�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���Z�D�U���%���'�U���/�R�H�Z�H���V�D�L�G��

Church to walk alongside First Peoples

 MELBOURNE SYNOD 9

“Christ loves the church, 
and I love Jesus, and so  
I want our church to be  
a safe place for us.”

Helen Dwyer

The Reverend Canon Helen Dwyer.  Picture: Gavin Hansford 
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�„  Jenan Taylor

A north-western suburbs parish has seen a 
�V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�K�H�D�G���R�I��
its plans to launch a specialised program 
for neurodiversity in 2025.

Sunday attendance at St Aidan’s 
Strathmore grew on average from 20 to 
40 people in two years, and many were 
neurodivergent or cared for neurodiverse 
family members. 

Vicar the Reverend Glen Wesley 
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R���Ë�Q�G���D���F�K�X�U�F�K��
they felt comfortable in was among the 
reasons many of the newcomers turned  
to St Aidan’s.

Mr Wesley, who is neurodivergent 
himself, said the church focused on 
offering services and an environment that 
made it easier for all people to participate, 
irrespective of their condition.

He said this included having its long-
term parishioners trained to recognise 
and communicate better with people who 
otherwise might be excluded because of 
their diverse needs.

He said St Aidan’s approach grew out 
of wanting to enable people to participate 
in Christianity and recognising it needed a 
niche if it was to be viable long term.

“We’re a prayer book Anglican suburban 
church, in an area where we have a high 
number of churches,” Mr Wesley said.  
“We will be ministering to a community 
that has experienced exclusion in a way 
that nobody else is ministering to. This is 
our niche.”

Parishioner Christina Spurrell said 
neurodiversity was not discussed in many 
spaces, and seeing it as part of St Aidan’s 
ministry encouraged those whose lives 
were affected by it.

Ms Spurrell said she had attended 
church regularly all her life, but had strug-
gled with expectations that she remain 
still and quiet during services, because of 
her own neurodivergence.

“Being able to do what I need to do to 
enjoy worship without a barrier of trying to 
be something that I’m not, is a really good 
feeling for me,” Ms Spurrell said.

She was excited about being involved 
with the project at St Aidan’s as it aimed  
to open church doors for many people.

Ms Spurrell was particularly interested 
in seeing how its plans to evolve neuro-
diverse ministry might progress, because 
�W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���V�L�]�H���Ë�W�V���D�O�O���I�R�U�P�X�O�D���I�R�U��
helping people participate in worship.

Mr Wesley said St Aidan’s hoped to 
launch NeuroChurch, a whole of church 
operations program for people with autism, 
dyslexia and other neurodiverse conditions 
in February next year.

He said its offerings would include 
liturgy and other materials in formats that 
suited neurodivergent people, as well as 
pastoral care, and a sensory-friendly space.

He said the broader aim was that the 
neuro church would be a model for other 
Melbourne diocese churches to better 
understand neurodiversity and practise 
better ministry approaches to it.

“If our churches are set up and oper-
ating in a way that inadvertently creates 
stumbling blocks for people to fully 
participate in their parishes because of 
�W�K�H�L�U���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����W�K�H�Q���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R���Ë�Q�G���Z�D�\�V��
of breaking that down,” Mr Wesley said.

“We are diminished by not including 
people with a disability fully for who they 
are, and celebrating people’s condition as 
part of their identity can help leverage 
their talents for building God’s kingdom.”

Inclusive ministry brings St Aidan’s more worshippers

  Picture: iStock

�„  Jenan Taylor

Christian women leaders will discuss 
violence, abuse, and coercive control 
of women in the church as part of an 
upcoming national conference.

The Movement for the Ordination of 
Women 40th anniversary gathering aims to 
examine women’s experiences in Christian 
ministry, including the obstacles they face 
and how that affects their progression.

�0�2�:���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�U���(�O�D�L�Q�H���/�L�Q�G�V�D�\��
said the need to support lay and 
ordained women leaders was important 

given a recent gender disparity report 
describing the barriers they experienced 
in the Canberra and Goulburn diocese in 
particular.

She said concerns raised in the report 
attested to how progression wasn’t as open 
to women as it was to men.

�'�U���/�L�Q�G�V�D�\���V�D�L�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G��
coercive control of women in the church 
and wider community had also generated 
strong discussion at the MOW annual 
general meeting.

She said the ecumenical conference was 
an opportunity for women who faced these 

and similar experiences to form support 
networks, share resources and get a sense 
of solidarity. 

�0�Ã�R�U�L���$�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K���S�U�L�H�V�W���D�Q�G��
Vocation and Violence: The Church and 
#MeToo���D�X�W�K�R�U���W�K�H���5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G���'�U���0�L�U�\�D�P��
Clough will present on the systemic  
nature of sexual violence in the church.

The conference will take place at  
St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane from  
Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 November.

For more details and to register, see mowatch.com.au/
conferences/2024-conference-lead-like-a-woman/

Women’s leadership focus of ordination group meeting

http://mowatch.com.au/conferences/2024-conference-lead-like-a-woman/
http://mowatch.com.au/conferences/2024-conference-lead-like-a-woman/
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�„  Kate Strasser 

The sun shone, the archbishop presided, 
three choirs sang, banners were resplend-
ent, the church was packed, cakes were cut, 
and a good time was had by all.  

Holy Trinity Williamstown held a service 
of joy, praise and thanksgiving on Sunday 
6th October to celebrate 150 years since 
�L�W�V���P�D�J�Q�L�Ë�F�H�Q�W���E�O�X�H�V�W�R�Q�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�D�V��
completed. 

HTW began in 1854 in a church 
prefabricated in England of cast iron. It was 
known as the ‘Iron Pot’ as it was boiling in 
summer and freezing in winter.  

Incumbent vicar the Reverend George 
Wilkinson saw the growth potential of the 
area and fund-raised and campaigned for a 
bigger, better and more comfortable church.  

The current bluestone church faces the 
water and is open every day, allowing for all 
to seek peace and refuge.  

A beautiful new banner led the way in 

our service which included music by the Holy 
Trinity singers and instrumentalists, the  
St Stephen’s Werribee Karen youth choir,  
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���6�X�G�D�Q�H�V�H���'�L�Q�N�D���F�K�R�L�U������

Archbishop Philip Freier spoke of the 
unbroken continuity of the church for 150 
�\�H�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V���Ë�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J��
out the outside world.  

Morning tea (with champagne!) was 
served in the parish centre afterwards.  

Reverend Elizabeth Murray is to be 
�F�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D���Ë�W�W�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�L�V��
important milestone at HTW.  

Dr Kate Strasser is editor of HTW’s quarterly journal 
The Pilot.

�„  Hannah Felsbourg 

A new initiative is calling for urgent 
prayer and action to address the growing 
challenges facing youth ministry in 
Australia. 

The Youth Ministry Futures project, 
founded by the Reverend Graham Stanton, 
seeks to transform the way local churches 
engage with young people over the next 
20 years. 

At the heart of the project is a focus on 
creating long-term, well-trained leaders in 
�\�R�X�W�K���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�����D�Q���D�U�H�D���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W���Q�H�H�G��
within many Australian churches. 

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G���������S�H�U���F�H�Q�W���R�I���\�R�X�W�K��
ministry roles in Australia were part-time, 
�U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�L�J�K���W�X�U�Q�R�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�X�I�Ë�F�L�H�Q�W��
training. 

He said these part-time roles often did 
not last, as people eventually moved on 
to full-time jobs, leaving youth ministry 
underdeveloped. 

“We want to increase the number of 
well-trained, long-term vocational youth 
�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���%���'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G����

He said a key goal of the Youth  
Ministry Futures project was to make 
youth ministry a viable, full-time ministry 
role within the local church. 

As part of its efforts, the project is  
promoting a prayer month in November 
2024, encouraging churches and 

individuals to pray for the future of youth 
ministry in Australia. 

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G���S�U�D�\�H�U���Z�D�V���N�H�\���W�R���W�K�H��
project’s success, especially with young 
people facing challenges like mental health 
issues and disconnection from churches. 

�$�2�X�U���Ë�U�V�W���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���L�V���W�R���S�U�D�\���W�K�D�W���*�R�G��
would bless the efforts people are making in 
�O�R�F�D�O���F�K�X�U�F�K���\�R�X�W�K���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���%���'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G����

Youth Ministry Futures is also looking to 
establish a new mission agency to provide 
�Ë�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H����
full-time youth ministry roles. 

�'�U���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G���W�K�L�V���P�R�G�H�O�����V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R��
organisations like the Church Missionary 
Society, would pool resources from 

like-minded individuals and support local 
church leaders. 

He said beyond securing the future 
of the church, the goal was to bring the 
good news of Jesus to young people across 
Australia. 

“There is life in Jesus and young people 
are growing up in Australia not having 
the opportunity to hear the good news of 
Jesus,” he said. 

“That’s part of our mission as God’s 
people … the message of Jesus genuinely is 
good news for Australian young people.” 

More information on the Youth Ministry Futures 
project and prayer month at ymfutures.com.au.

Celebration as church once known as ‘Iron Pot’ turns ���

Prayer call for Australian youth ministry

YMF director and founder the Reverend Graham Stanton, trainer Dave Chiswell and  
operations coordinator Bianca Nicholls. Picture: supplied

Reverend Elizabeth Murray (Vicar), Reverend Andrew Akol, Bishop Bradly Billings,  
Archbishop Philip Freier, Reverend Monica Matoc.  Picture: supplied 

http://www.ymfutures.com.au
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Anglican honoured as ARPA disbands
�„  Mark Brolly 

An ecumenical, trans-Tasman organisation 
set up to combat rising postal costs for 
religious publications celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in a digital world last month – 
and formally resolved to disband. 

The Australasian Religious Press 
Association held its golden jubilee 
conference on the Gold Coast, with Brisbane’s 
Anglican Archbishop Jeremy Greaves as 
its keynote speaker. Prominent Brisbane 
Anglican Allan Sauer OAM was announced  
as winner of its premier award, the 
Gutenberg, for overall excellence in  
religious communication. 

The Melbourne Anglican and its prede-
cessor as diocesan newspaper, See, were 
awarded the Gutenberg in 1994, 1998, 
2006 and 2015 (the latter, jointly with its 
long-serving editor Roland Ashby). 

Mr Sauer, ARPA’s treasurer since 2012 
�D�Q�G���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���R�I�Ë�F�H�U���I�R�U���V�L�[���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��
that, chaired Brisbane’s diocesan media 
committee and is a former editor of its 
publication, FOCUS. He also has been active 
in other areas of Anglican life, such as 
defence chaplaincy. 

ARPA president Sophia Sinclair said  
Mr Sauer embodied the spirit of ARPA. 

Archbishop Greaves said young people, 
particularly, had led the reaction against the 
Church as an institution that acted as the 
“purity police”. 

He said the Church needed to make fewer 
pronouncements, listen more and prepare to 
be transformed. 

“There has been this big shift when 
Australians are asked what things are most 
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�Q���G�H�Ë�Q�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���%��
Bishop Greaves said. 

“Our religious beliefs come a pretty 
long way down the list. They come after our 
politics, our nationality, our gender and our 

�M�R�E���D�Q�G���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�D�\���G�H�Ë�Q�H��
us …  About 70 per cent of Australians say 
that religion is just not important in our lives. 

“It seems to me that the way we might 
keep the story alive, the way we might 
have a future as a church, is if we can 
embody the faith in deep and authentic 
practices that demonstrate those things 
– love and hope and care and truth – the 
things that people still associate with 
Jesus … that helped spread the stories of 

the faith at the beginning.” 
ARPA’s demise came as the number of 

its member publications dwindled, due to 
factors such as costs, changes in churches’ 
media policies and technology. 

�,�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����&�2�9�,�'���Z�D�V���D���N�H�\���I�D�F�W�R�U���L�Q��
forcing ARPA to cancel its annual in-person 
conferences from 2020-23. 

The conferences brought together 
Christian media professionals from across 
the theological spectrum for discussions 
on issues affecting the Christian press, 
professional development and the awards 
dinner, culminating in the President’s 
announcement of the Gutenberg winner. 

ARPA established a New Zealand chapter 
in 1990. 

Mark Brolly was ARPA Australian vice president and 
secretary. He was also a long-serving, senior journalist 
at The Melbourne Anglican, and retired in 2022.

ARPA president Sophia Sinclair presents Allan Sauer OAM with the Gutenberg award at the  
���� ARPA conference.  Picture: Michelle McDonald, Anglican Church of Southern Queensland 

“About 70 per cent of 
Australians say that 
religion is just not 
important in our lives.”

Archbishop Jeremy Greave

Melbourne AnglicanTHE 
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tma.melbourneanglican.org.au
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Happy sad news, but still in the family

Media project to combat AI misinformation

�„  Penny Mulvey 

The team at The Melbourne Anglican reluc-
tantly farewelled our editor of the last three 
years, Elspeth Kernebone, in September. 

Our loss is Anglican Overseas Aid’s gain. 
Ms Kernebone has accepted a position as 
Marketing and Communications Manager. 

She has been a dedicated editor, teacher, 
writer, photographer, manager and change 
agent. 

Learning her craft at the coal face,  
�0�V���.�H�U�Q�H�E�R�Q�H�"�V���Ë�U�V�W���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���M�R�E���Z�D�V��
with the Braidwood Times. From there she 
moved to the Bendigo Advertiser and had the 
opportunity to communicate breaking news 
�D�V���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���X�Q�I�R�O�G�H�G����

In Bendigo she learned that telling 
stories changes lives. Ms Kernebone 
�U�H�Ì�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G��
�E�D�E�\���$�O�O�L�H���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D���1�'�,�6���S�O�D�Q��
after the paper drew attention to their 
wrongful rejection from the scheme. 

She has always focused on building 
strong connections with the relevant audi-
ence. While in Bendigo, those connections 
enabled her to break the story on the RMIT 

�)�O�L�J�K�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�"�V���D�L�U�Ë�H�O�G����
In the time Ms Kernebone was at the 

helm of The Melbourne Anglican, its online 
reach grew to more than 260,000 website 
visits and over 60,000 Facebook readers, a 
remarkable increase of 808 per cent from 

the previous year. 
As editor, she sought to ensure that The 

Melbourne Anglican told the stories of the 
people of the church. And looking at the 
magazine’s covers of the past year, it has 
done exactly that. Thank you Elspeth.

The Melbourne Anglican farewells editor Elspeth Kernebone.  Picture: supplied 

�„  Penny Mulvey 

An Australian fact-checking agency’s new 
educational campaign hopes to encourage 
critical thinking and challenge the preva-
�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�U�W�L�Ë�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H����

AAP FactCheck is launching a four-week 
campaign to remind people of the increasing 
�V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�U�W�L�Ë�F�L�D�O��
intelligence, in partnership with Meta. 

It comes as UNESCO’s Global Media 
and Information Literacy Week aimed at 
highlighting “the need for factual, timely, 
targeted, clear, accessible, multilingual and 
science-based information”, took place in 
October. 

Global Media and Information Literacy 
Week is an important initiative given social 
media and media sites are increasingly deal-
ing with misinformation and disinformation. 

The education campaign encourages 
people to consider whether they can have 
�F�R�Q�Ë�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���U�H�D�G���D�Q�G���K�H�D�U���D�V���$�,��
mimics voices, writing style, even messages. 

“Generative AI is getting more advanced 
every day and it’s increasingly a feature 
of the misinformation and disinformation 
circulating online in this region,” AAP 

FactCheck Editor Ben James said. 
Mr James reminded people that no matter 

how convincing AI-generated misinformation 
and disinformation looked, humans had the 
skills necessary to see through the façade. 

He said that meant combining critical 
thinking and a cautious approach to sharing. 

The education campaign warns that 
“Looks can be deceiving” and encourages 
people to interrogate content and check 
trusted sources before hitting the share 
button. 

�0�H�W�D�"�V���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F���3�R�O�L�F�\��
for Australia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and 
�3�D�F�L�Ë�F���,�V�O�D�Q�G�V�����0�L�D���*�D�U�O�L�F�N�����I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��
�E�H�Q�H�Ë�W�V���R�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���$�,�����V�D�\�L�Q�J���L�W���K�H�O�S�V��
boost creativity and generate new ideas. 

But like AAP, Meta also stresses the 
importance of interrogating the informa-
tion that is before us, and to be vigilant 
about the information we consume and 
create. 

To see the campaign see HERE. 

  Picture: www.unesco.org

https://www.aap.com.au/factcheck-resources/#videos 


�„  Jenan Taylor

Sudanese communities in Australia have 
expressed confusion and despair at 
Australia’s response to growing hunger  
�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W���U�D�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���6�X�G�D�Q��

Many members of the Sudanese diaspora 
felt abandoned because of a lack of public 
awareness of the scale of the horror.

It comes as Australia’s humanitarian 
agencies sent an open letter to the federal 
government in September urging it to 
increase its efforts and take more decisive 
action to address the urgency of the crisis.

The agencies also noted the govern-
ment’s “disturbingly quiet” response to a 
�G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�D�P�L�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���'�D�U�I�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q���� 
in the letter.

St Peter’s Jieeng Congregation Hoppers 
Crossing member James Mayen said many 
Sudanese and South Sudanese diaspora were 
devastated by what was unfolding in Sudan.

He said they grieved the loss of relatives 
and friends there and the hardships facing 
many who managed to survive so far.

He encouraged Australians from all 
religious communities to pray for those 
�D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�X�P�D�Q�L-
tarian services would reach those displaced 
by it. 

Mr Mayen said their loved ones in 
Sudan and many in refuge in South Sudan, 
depended on the diaspora for aid, which was 

traumatising to all parties.
He said the Sudanese diaspora, like  

many other immigrant communities, felt they 
contributed to Australia and hoped it would 
respond better to their concerns about a 
humanitarian crisis in their birth country.

He said it was bewildering that the gov-
ernment focussed more support on Ukraine, 
and parts of the Middle East, than on African 
nations like Sudan and South Sudan.

“You feel hopeless. Humanitarian-wise, 
Australia has a power to do many things, 
so where is its voice to put pressure on 
the warring parties? Why are they are not 
helping in that situation,” Mr Mayem said.

“The government contributes to the 
United Nations but you don’t see what 
they are doing and sometimes this just 
doesn’t feel right. You wonder why Australia 
pays less attention to most of the African 
countries.”

The bloodied combat started when 
hostilities between two armed groups  
boiled over in April 2023.

Human Rights monitors report that 

almost 25 million people are now in dire 
need in Sudan, and it has become the largest 
displacement crisis in the world.

The African Australian Advocacy Centre 
said local Sudanese communities needed 
to be shown Australia had a humanitarian 
heart, because their loved ones were caught 
in a humanitarian catastrophe.

Chairman Noel Zihabamwe said a lack 
of recognition of the scale of the horror in 
Australia created a deep sense of aban-
donment for many people in the Sudanese 
diaspora.

Mr Zihabamwe said media, diplomatic 
and humanitarian efforts combined could 
better support them and make a difference 
in Sudan.

He said the Sudanese Australian com-
munity struggled to get their perspectives 
and needs understood because mainstream 
media interest and coverage of African issues 
�Z�H�U�H���P�R�V�W�O�\���G�H�Ë�F�L�H�Q�W��

He said Australians could help by spread-
ing the word to friends and neighbours and 
by talking to local politicians and community 
organisations.

Mr Zihabamwe said at a political level he 
wanted the Australian government to work 
with the Sudanese community to understand 
what was happening, and come up with 
solutions through collective action.

He also said the government needed to 
invest as much interest in Africa’s humanitar-
ian sector as it did in the continent’s mining 
and business sectors.

�$���V�S�R�N�H�V�S�H�U�V�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
Foreign Affairs and Trade said the Australian 
government remained concerned about the 
deteriorating situation in Sudan and the 
region, including the prevalence of famine 
conditions.

The spokesperson said the government 
�Z�D�V���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���L�W�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W��
publicly, bilaterally, in multilateral fora and 
with international partners.

They said the government met regularly 
with African diaspora groups, including 
members of the Sudanese community in 
Australia and that minister Watts had visited 
six African countries, and engaged with 
�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���R�I�Ë�F�L�D�O�V�����D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
and business leaders both in Australia and 
Africa.

To donate to Sudan appeals see caritas.org.au/sudan 
and �D�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q�D�L�G���R�U�J���D�X���I�R�U�F�H�G�W�R�Ì�H�H��. 
To call for more Australian government action 
to the crisis, see action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/
sudan-take-action-to-protect-civilians-in-sudan

Despair as support for Sudan lags

Sudanese IDPs under tree – 
the war in Sudan is escalating. 
 Picture: supplied
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“You wonder why Australia 
pays less attention to most 
of the African countries.”

James Mayen

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/sudan-crisis/
https://anglicanaid.org.au/forcedtoflee/
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/sudan-take-action-to-protect-civilians-in-sudan
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/sudan-take-action-to-protect-civilians-in-sudan


�„  Jenan Taylor

A faith-based peacekeeping program in the 
Holy Land says a shortage of international 
volunteers is reducing its ability to keep 
people safe in parts of the troubled West 
Bank. 

The volunteers enable the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel to chaperone people, including school 
children and shepherds, around military 
check points and through hostile settler 
areas. 

EAPPI Jerusalem coordinator Yusef 
�'�D�K�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H��
volunteers, or ecumenical accompaniers, at a 
time when they were needed more than ever. 

It comes as human rights groups reported 
the Israeli army’s increased detention of 
Palestinians, and excessive use of force 
against those in the West Bank, in early 
September. 

�0�U���'�D�K�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���(�$�3�3�,���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�H�G���D�E�R�X�W��
100 overseas volunteers a year to offer West 
Bank residents a sense of international 
community protection, and witness and 
document their daily struggles. 

He said the program, which properly 
reopened earlier this year after the Hamas 
attacks on Israel in October 2023, was lucky 
to get half that number of EAs now. 

Israel’s visa restrictions amid these 
tensions meant some volunteers were 
denied entry or were only allowed to stay a 
week, even if they were issued three-month 
visas. 

The World Council of Churches created 
the EAPPI in 2002 after Jerusalem churches 
called for an international mechanism that 

could advocate for peace and justice in the 
country. 

It has documented hundreds of human 
rights abuses and violent incidences from 
Palestinians and Israelis, and worked with 
the United Nations to provide additional 
protection for children, since then. 

�0�U���'�D�K�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���(�$�V���R�I�W�H�Q���S�D�W�U�R�O�O�H�G��
where violence was possible or probable 
because their presence tended to reduce the 
level of brutality that could happen. 

He said people reported feeling anxious 
about their safety without the EAs, amid the 
rising hostilities. 

“The local communities are calling us 
back, because they say settlers are becoming 

�P�R�U�H���Y�L�F�L�R�X�V���%���0�U���'�D�K�H�U���V�D�L�G�����$�7�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W��
EAPPI because it has an international 
presence, not just a local presence, which is 
more needed now than ever. We are needed 
more than ever.” 

Act for Peace international programs 
and partnerships manager, and past EAPPI 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���$�O�H�W�L�D���'�X�Q�G�D�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�Z�D�V���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W���I�R�U���K�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G��
with her Quaker faith, and non-violent action 
values. 

�0�V���'�X�Q�G�D�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���(�$�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
Christians, Muslims, Jews and people of other 
faith backgrounds who stood against the 
occupation of the Palestinian territories, and 
against human rights abuses. 

Latrobe University international relations 
academic Professor Joseph Camilleri said the 
intentions of unarmed civilian protection 
groups in Israel and Palestine were positive, 
but the context there was fraught with 
danger. 

Professor Camilleri said it was a war 
situation in the occupied territories where 
genocide was being practiced without 
impunity, and no one was doing anything  
to stop it. 

�$�>�,�V�U�D�H�O�L���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�@���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Ë�H�G���W�K�H��
International Court of Justice which is 
the most authoritative international legal 
institution,” Professor Camilleri said. 

“What would an unarmed civilian do in 
this context? It is different from monitoring 
harassment and humiliation that has been 
going on for years.” 

The Australian government upgraded its 
travel advisory for Israel and the Occupied 
�3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���!�'�R���1�R�W���7�U�D�Y�H�O�"���L�Q��
mid October.

Peacekeeper shortage amid rising discord
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�„  Elspeth Kernebone

An international mission hopes to remind 
Australians that leprosy still affects people 
worldwide, as it celebrates 150 years 
caring for people affected by the disease. 

It comes with a call for Melbourne 
Christians to act to address leprosy and  
to pray for the mission’s work. 

Leprosy Mission Trust India advocacy 
and communications head Nikita Sarah 
called for Christians to pray for the work  
of the mission. 

Ms Sarah said the mission was dedi-
cated to making sure that people affected 
by leprosy lived a transformed life, and that 

India and the world were free of leprosy. 
She said India accounted for about 60 

per cent of the global burden of leprosy, 
with about one million people affected. 

Ms Sarah said the mission’s work 
focused on dignity and inclusion, alongside 
policy work with other disability organ-
isations, or those working on neglected 
tropical diseases. 

She said this included community 
projects focusing on social entrepreneur-
ship, which elevated people’s position in 
society. 

Leprosy Mission Australia international 
programs manager Andrew Newmarch said 
the mission wanted people in Melbourne 

to know leprosy still existed, and they had 
the opportunity to help address it. 

Mr Newmarch said people with leprosy 
were some of the most marginalised 
people, and there was an opportunity  
for them to be included in some way. 

“People are created in God’s image, and 
we would say that God wants people to 
have the opportunity to overcome disease 
and disability, to live functioning lives,”  
Mr Newmarch said. 

“We talk about ‘fullness of life’ as 
a catchphrase, but I think we’re really 
interested in people having some degree 
of fullness in their life, and we have the 
opportunity to provide some of that.”

A chance to include people affected by leprosy

An Ecumenical Accompanier.  Picture: supplied



�„  Hannah Felsbourg

Armenians are mourning the loss of histori-
cally Christian region Nagorno-Karabakh as 
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W���Z�L�W�K���$�]�H�U�E�D�L�M�D�Q���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�V���W�K�H�L�U��
cultural heritage.

More than 120,000 mostly Christian 
Armenians have been displaced from the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region leaving only a 
few dozen remaining under Azerbaijani rule.

�7�K�R�V�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���D�U�H���Ë�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W���G�L�I�Ë�F�X�O�W��
to start a new life with limited support 
available.

St Mary’s Armenian Apostolic Church 
Melbourne parish priest the Reverend 

Father Khacher Harutyunyan said for the 
Armenian community it was like a second 
genocide.

He said to see a scenario like the geno-
cide of 1915, in which between 600,000 and 
1.5 million Armenians died, brought back 
emotional trauma for their nation.

Even for Armenians living in Melbourne 
it brought back cultural memories of losing 
their families, heritage and churches. 

Father Harutyunyan said Azerbaijan was 
destroying Armenian heritage in the region, 
especially Churches, crosses, graves, and 
anything with the Armenian language on it.

He said the Armenian Apostolic Church 

had been raising the attention of overseas 
organisations to advocate for the preserva-
tion of Armenian heritage in the region. 

He said it was important for Christians to 
raise their voice to oppose the aggression. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, known in Armenian 
as the Artsakh region, is a historically 
Armenian-majority region located within the 
borders of Azerbaijan whose ownership has 
long been disputed.

Exodus of Armenians from Nagorno-
Karabakh occurred in late 2023, after 
Azerbaijan launched a renewed offensive 
in September, leading to the complete 
takeover of the region.

Now there are only dozens of Armenians 
remaining in the region. As of 1 January 
2024, all state institutions of the Republic  
of Artsakh were dissolved.

Many of those who left Artsakh now live 
in temporary housing in Armenia, a country 
struggling economically, or have travelled 
elsewhere to start over.

Father Harutyunyan said the hope 
was for Armenians to be able to return to 
Artsakh someday to preserve their cultural 
identity and Christian traditions.
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�„  Hannah Felsbourg

Religious freedom advocates are calling 
for the immediate release of a Christian 
imprisoned in Egypt after he announced 
a hunger strike in a letter to his wife and 
children. 

Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo has been detained 
in Egypt without trial for more than two and 
a half years after contributing to a Facebook 
group for Christian converts from Islam. 

�$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���'�H�I�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���)�U�H�H�G�R�P���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
and Amnesty International are joining other 
religious freedom leaders in advocating for 
his urgent and safe release. 

�0�U���$�E�G�R���Ì�H�G���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���K�R�P�H���L�Q���<�H�P�H�Q��
in 2014 after violent attacks following his 
conversion to Christianity. His wife at the 
�W�L�P�H���G�L�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�X�V�H���Z�D�V���V�H�W���R�Q���Ë�U�H����

He had been living in Egypt along with 
his remaining family as a registered asylum 
seeker under the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

Egyptian authorities arrested him in 2021 
for his involvement with a Facebook page 
that is dedicated to supporting people who 
converted from Islam to Christianity. 

Speaker on Islam and Christianity Bernie 

Power said public attention and support from 
rights organisations had so far contributed to 
Mr Abdo’s protection. 

�+�H���V�D�L�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���P�D�G�H���L�W���G�L�I�Ë�F�X�O�W��
for the Egyptian government to take quiet 
action against Mr Abdo, as people were 
monitoring and tracking his situation. 

If Mr Abdo’s case received enough 
international attention Egypt might release 
him in response to the pressure due to the 
country’s reliance on foreign aid. 

Author and human rights advocate Ayaan 
�+�L�U�V�L���$�O�L���V�D�L�G���(�J�\�S�W�L�D�Q���R�I�Ë�F�L�D�O�V���Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�G��
the father and husband’s human rights 

and had to release him back to his family 
immediately. 

“That ordinary people can be locked in 
tiny cells for years simply for expressing 
beliefs in a private Facebook forum is 
grotesque,” she said. 

Mr Abdo and fellow-Christian Nour Girgis 
were arrested after authorities linked them 
to the Christian Facebook page and accused 
them of terrorist activities. 

Both men have been in pre-trial 
detention for more than two and a half years, 
repeatedly moved between centres as their 
trials are continually postponed. 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H�L�U���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K��
has continued to decline. They have been 
allowed only occasional visits from family 
and legal counsel throughout the ordeal. 

United States representative Chris Smith 
appealed to the government to release  
Mr Abdo into a safe situation. 

“His imprisonment is a grave and gro-
tesque violation of his human rights. News of 
his hunger strike makes it more urgent than 
ever that he be released,” he said. 

The full English translation of Mr Abdo’s letter can be 
found HERE.

Convert jailed for Facebook posts

‘It’s like a second genocide’: Christian Armenians

In late ���� more than ���,��� Armenians were forced to �ee Nagorno-Karaba kh.  Picture: Mil.ru

Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo. Picture ADF International

https://adfinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Letter-English.pdf
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THE 

�„  Hannah Felsbourg

A new take on traditional evensong services 
is giving young city workers an ancient way 
to connect with their faith in modern times.

Scots’ Church has been running a 
modern twist on traditional vespers services 
�R�Q���W�K�H���Ë�U�V�W���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���R�I���H�D�F�K���P�R�Q�W�K���V�L�Q�F�H��
June 2024.

Featuring choral singing, a brief 
sermon and prayer, the services have given 
Christians a space to come after work and 
connect with God and fellow believers.

Scots’ Church senior minister the 
Reverend Phil Campbell said he hoped 
attendees would take away a tangible sense 
�R�I���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���-�H�V�X�V���D�Q�G���Ë�Q�G���Y�D�O�X�H���L�Q��
fellowshipping after the service.

He said the goal was to use the ancient 
traditional paradigm of evensong but 
lighten it up with contemporary touches  
like speaking about a current issue.

He wanted vespers to be a still point in 
attendees’ weeks, a time to decompress and 
connect.

Mr Campbell said research suggested 
the younger generation was seeking deeper 
connections and a faith rooted in tradition.

He said the vespers services offered this 
in a digital age where people often became 
overstimulated and engrossed in continuous 
negative scrolling on social media.

“When you pause and take stock you 
think, ‘There’s got to be more than this,’ and 
‘There’s got to be something that goes back 
further than my social media feed’,” he said.

Rachel Bailey, who was visiting 
Melbourne from the United States, said 
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���Y�H�V�S�H�U�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Ë�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��
felt like coming home at the end of the day.

�6�K�H���V�D�L�G���K�H�U���Ë�U�V�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���Z�D�V���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z��
peaceful it was. The church had a coffee 
machine going and it felt cosy.

Ms Bailey said the smaller service size 

allowed everyone to sit near the front, 
creating an intimate atmosphere. It made 
the service feel like spending time with 
friends and family.

She said meeting up after the event with 
other attendees at a nearby restaurant, it 
was easy to open up, ask questions, and go 
deeper. It was like a family dinner.

Ms Bailey said her favourite part of the 
vespers service was the way the sermon 
connected the scripture or topic to real-life 
scenarios.

She said she appreciated how this 
brought the message full circle, helping 
believers see how they could apply it in 
their everyday conversations and activities.

The practical examples used in the 
service made it easier to relate to and 
understand where God was working in  
her life.

More information can be found HERE.

City workers connect via old tradition
 The Reverend Arthur Keefer and senior minister the Reverend Phil Campbell lead vespers, alongside the Reverend Justin Ang.  Picture: Hannah Felsbourg

https://scotschurch.com/vespers/


How did you end up in the 
position that you’re in?

I’ve always had a heart for evangelism in 
secular spaces, and particularly discipling 
secular background believers. As I prayed 
about what long-term ministry could look 
like and connected with CMS and other 
missionaries, the opportunity of going to 
France and being involved in evangelism 
and discipleship in a secular space became 
an option. I became convicted of the need 
for the local Melbourne Church to partner 
with the church in France. I’m just a normal 
person, but I thought, “I could do that. I’m 
willing to go.” 

I applied to CMS as part of the 
discernment process, and CMS and my local 
sending church agreed that I would be a 
�J�R�R�G���Ë�W�����,���F�D�P�H���R�Q���E�R�D�U�G���Z�L�W�K���&�0�6�����7�K�H��
way that works is you apply, go through 
interviews, do six months of training, 
and then you spend six months doing 
partnership raising before you go. A big 
part of the season I’m in now is connecting 
with churches and individuals, sharing the 
vision for France, and inviting people to 
partner.

How do you see your work fitting in the 
big picture of God’s work in the world?

France does have a rich history of 
Christianity, but it’s now a secular space. 
What was once a central, pivotal point of 
the Reformation has lost its imagination 
for God. Part of the way God is at work in 
his world is sending missionaries from 
everywhere to everywhere, including back 
to Europe. In France, the church is small, 
and it doesn’t have the internal resources 
to plant the number of churches needed so 
that local people have access to a church. 

There are some stats from missions’ 
websites, things like, there are 40 
clairvoyants for every one evangelical 
pastor in France. And I think part of God’s 
vision for France is: wouldn’t it be amazing 
if people didn’t just have access to a local 
tarot card reader, but access to a local 
church? There are lots of needs around the 
world, and God’s vision is to see people sent 
from places like Melbourne, even to places 
like France.

How do you see God at work 
through your work?

In Melbourne it’s hard to believe in God. 
God is not a natural option. It’s even harder 
to believe in a God that’s good, personal, 
knowable, and loves us. I connect with a lot 
of people who believe, if God exists — and 
that’s a big if — he’s harmful and far away. 
But the God of the Bible, the God of the 
Christian faith, is intimately intertwined in 
our world, knows and loves us, and is good. 
Even his justice is part of his goodness. Part 
of how I’ve seen God at work is inviting 
people, particularly non-Christians, to 
suspend disbelief just for a moment and 
imagine what it would be like if the God 
who shows up in the Bible in the person  
of Jesus is real. 

One of my favourite Bible stories is the 
story of Jesus calming the storm. Jesus and 
all his disciples are in the boat and a big 
storm comes up. What would it be like to 
sit in the boat with Jesus? A big storm is 
raging, and you think that he’s sleeping and 
not doing what you want him to be doing. 
What would you like to say? Where would 
you like to be sitting in the boat? Would 
you like to be sitting near Jesus? Because 
the end of the story, Jesus wakes up, and 
with his words, the storm is stilled. Even the 
disciples say, “Who is this man? Even the 
wind in the waves obey him.” 

What we know about imagination is 
that it is real. Our brain does very cool 

things when we imagine. Even imagining 
having a conversation with Jesus is what 
prayer is like. It’s having a conversation 
with Jesus. And because Jesus is real, I’m 
just inviting people to imagine what is real. 
Watching people go from, ‘God isn’t even 
a possibility,’ to, ‘God and the person Jesus 
really is a possibility,’ and ‘How can I start to 
get to know him and to have a relationship 
with him?’ It’s slow work when people are 
coming from that far away from religion, but 
it’s wonderful to watch people take steps 
towards Jesus and become Christians.

Do you have any stories you 
can share about this?

I have a music degree and in France I’ll be 
involved in a ministry with gospel choirs. 
There’s something in French society that 
just loves gospel music. There’s a gospel 
choir that’s linked to a church and it’s 
central to their evangelism strategy. There 
was a woman who has been coming to 
the gospel choir for several years and 
isn’t someone who would normally come 
to church. She said, “I wanted to tell you 
something and thank you so much for the 
impact you guys are having on my life and 
for everything that I’ve experienced with 
the choir. It’s nearly to the point that I’m 
thinking of converting. I know it will come, 
but I still have a lot of things to change in 
my life.”

She sings gospel truths with Christians. 
She’s getting to know Jesus. She’s taking 
steps towards him. But it’s a slow process. 
They talk about a mission experience in 
Europe being like ploughing concrete. This 
story delights me because she’s thinking of 
converting, but it also shows just how big 
a leap it will be for her. She’s not throwing 
herself into this without having thought 
about it. I’ve been praying for her. When she 
becomes a Christian, I believe she will be in 
it for life, because it’s been such a big deal 
for her to convert.

What fruit do you hope to see 
in your context? What is your 
dream for this ministry?

I’m hoping to have the opportunity to read 
the Bible with people. The way the Holy 
Spirit works is we read the Bible with 
people and Jesus comes off the page and 
becomes real for them. I’m hoping that 
God and the person Jesus become real for 
people in France who have otherwise lost 
imagination for him. Part of the key reason 
that I’m going is there are Christians in 

Bringing imagination for God to France
�„  Hannah Felsbourg

Emma Payne is a missionary with the Church Missionary Society. She will be travelling 
to France on mission in January 2025. Here she shares about her work, and how she sees 
�*�R�G���D�W���Z�R�U�N���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�����0�V���3�D�\�Q�H�"�V���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���S�U�R�Ë�O�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
areas, engaging in God’s work in the world.

“Part of how I’ve seen God 
at work is inviting people, 
particularly non-Christians, 
to suspend disbelief just 
for a moment and imagine 
what it would be like if the 
God who shows up in the 
Bible in the person of Jesus 
is real. ”
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France who are existing in a very secular 
environment, and it’s hard work to be a 
Christian. 

The primary role of the missionary is 
to have a ministry of encouragement with 
what’s already going on in the location that 
they’re serving. Just encouraging people 
like, ‘You’re onto something. Jesus is what is 
good and true and beautiful.’ Helping teach 
people to pray and having a rich prayer 
life and opening the Bible with Christians. 
Helping people in France work out what 
it looks like to follow Jesus as a French 
person. I hope the fruit will be people 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G���Ë�U�P���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���Z�K�D�W��
other winds and voices are blowing around 
them. 

My hope for missions work generally in 
France is that more churches get planted. 
France is a very secular space. And the 
Constitution and culture in general has 
tried to suck God out of society. But humans 

were made to worship, and people still have 
big questions about life, ‘Who do I date? 
Who should I marry? What do I do with my 
money? How can I love my kids?’ It seems 
in France, when people want something 
spiritual, they’re tapping back into Pagan 
spirituality. I have a heart to see churches 
planted so that a spiritually hungry French 
person has access to a local group of 

Christians who can point them to Jesus, not 
only a local clairvoyant, median or tarot 
card reader.

What encourages you in your work?

I love having light bulb conversations with 
people, when the Holy Spirit is so kind as 
to use me in a conversation with someone 
to help them follow Jesus in the context 
that they’re in. Watching people smile and 
their eyes light up and go ‘Oh yeah.’ Anytime 
a non-Christian says, ‘Could you explain 
the Bible to me?’ or, ‘Could you explain the 
gospel?’ it’s just absolutely delightful to say, 
‘Yeah, actually I can, and it would be my 
absolute privilege to share about who the 
person Jesus is with you today.’

�2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�Ë�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K��
home assignment I’m doing now is that I 
get to have the most amazing conversations 
with people about how God is at work in 
their life. This woman came up to me, burst 
into tears, and said, “I’ve always wanted to 
be a missionary in France, but I can’t go. But 
you can, and I would love to support you.” 
What has been of great encouragement to 
me recently is that people are genuinely 
excited by partnering with the church in 
France. 

What’s one thing you’d like Christians in 
Melbourne to know about your work?

God is not limited by space and time.  
I would want people in in Melbourne to 
know that they genuinely can be involved 
in ministering in France without even 
getting on a plane. When you pray for 
church planting in France, you are part of 
the church planting team. When you give to 
a missionary, you really are on the team. We 
think of partnering with a missionary like 
you’re walking into the MCG, and you walk 
in the gate that takes you straight to the 
member stand and you get front row seats 
as to what God is doing around his world. 

But I think it’s actually even better 
than that. When you’re partnering with a 
missionary, you walk straight to the locker 
�U�R�R�P���D�Q�G���R�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Ë�H�O�G���D�Q�G���\�R�X�"�U�H���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
part of the game, and you have a really key 
role to play in that. God is doing amazing 
and marvellous things around his world. 
There are also all these people who don’t 
know Jesus, and there isn’t a church on the 
�F�R�U�Q�H�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���M�X�V�W���Z�D�O�N���L�Q�W�R���W�R���Ë�Q�G��
out. There are missionaries going to these 
spaces, and when you partner with them, 
you’re involved in what’s going on. That’s 
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�W��

“I have a heart to see 
churches planted so that a 
spiritually hungry French 
person has access to a local 
group of Christians who can 
point them to Jesus.”

CMS missionary Emma Payne.  Picture: supplied
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Be Uplifted



It is now twelve months since the referen-
dum on the Voice. For both First Peoples and 
allies the result ranged from disappointment 
to devastation as our Voice as a way forward 
to deep reconciliation and justice was 
rejected.

Many of us withdrew from any engage-
ment in this space for a period, allowing 
�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���J�U�L�H�Y�H���D�Q�G���U�H�Ì�H�F�W���R�Q���Z�K�D�W���K�D�G��
happened and what may be possible going 
forward.

What is needed in this space is not 
performative or colonial reconciliation – 
reconciliation that does not change the 
relationship between the wider society and 
First peoples – but a radical re-engineering 
of how we think, see and engage with each 
other. Our cultures, as I will show are not 
the same, they are essentially different at 
their foundation and therefore reconciliation, 
recognition, Treaty and justice will only be 
attainable when we recognise this and then 
commit to the deep work necessary to make 
the change.

In Luke 4:18-20 Jesus is clear about both 
his mission and ours. He speaks of systemic 
and spiritual change that will bring about a 
new way of being in the world – the kin-dom 
of God. In its initial hearing it would have 
been disturbing and revolutionary. It became 
more so as those who heard it saw him put 
it into practice in his day-to-day utterances 
and action. 

Jesus called for change that disturbed 
the foundations of society. As then, for this to 
happen now requires a re-engineering of self 
and society for the betterment of all. 

Since 14 October, 2023, Australia has 
undergone a transformation in its affection 
for First Peoples of this country.

I have watched state after state walk 
back justice and treaty projects. The 
Northern Territory change of government 
sees all Australian states committed to 10 
as the age of criminal responsibility. NT has 
also committed to bringing back the spit 
hood, has promised truancy police and the 
criminalisation of families whose children 
�Ë�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���R�X�W���R�I���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�U���H�Q�P�H�V�K�H�G��
in the criminal justice system and more. 
The federal government has walked back 

the promise of national truth-telling and 
Treaty, instead promising we can own our 
own houses through mining for minerals 
necessary to achieve net zero emissions.

�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���L�Q���������������W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P��
the Heart was discerned during a positive 
movement of support for First Peoples. It was 
a time of hope for us and you, hope that we 
were on a path to a deep time renewal and 
conciliation worthy of a 21st century nation. 
This was a false dawn, and we have, as noted 
before, walked back into the darkness of 
a colonial past, which is now our colonial 
present.

Colonialists and missionaries derided 
our humanity, intelligence and our right to 
be human. The lack of interest in another 
teenager committing suicide in custody (in 
Western Australia) or the responses made 
to generations-old issues such as those 
present in Alice Springs, reminds us little has 
changed. We remain less than in every way 
people are judged as human.

White Australia likes our art on their 
walls (if the colours match the décor) but 
they won’t break bread with the artist; likes 
our culture because “it is the oldest living 
culture in the world”; likes us individually 
when we become them by going to their 

schools, speaking their language, go to their 
universities to become doctors and lawyers; 
but only want to hear our voices when they 
need help with insurmountable problems 
they themselves caused.

Achieving reconciliation, recognition 
and Treaty becomes more complex when 
we consider the two cultures involved and 
realise we are not comparing apples with 
apples but apples with oranges and, like 
apples and oranges, the two cultures are 
radically not the same. You cannot graft an 
orange tree into an apple tree. If we want to 
cross apples and oranges then we need to 
use genetic engineering.

To achieve the objectives set out in the 
Statement from the Heart, you will need 
to engage in a serious dose of genetic 
engineering. Why? You cannot resolve a 
problem by using the same methods which 
gave them birth. The Western Eurocentric 
fetish of possessiveness is responsible for 
many of the problems of the modern world 
because of the mission to possess all lands, 
peoples and resources not themselves, from 
�W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���R�Q�Z�D�U�G�����7�K�H���'�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���R�I��
�'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���O�D�L�G���W�K�H���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�L�F�D�O���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
for a world in which invasion, annihilation, 
assimilation and conscription made all like 
them and continues to do so.

Coming to the Statement and asking 
the question, “Is there hope for recognition, 
reconciliation and Treaty, seeking the wisdom 
�R�I���)�L�U�V�W���3�H�R�S�O�H�V���W�R���Ë�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�D�\���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�"�%����
could be seen as a continuation of the 
process of possessing others to get what 
you need to survive as the dominant culture, 
even if you couch it as good for all. 

Without a large dose of genetic 
engineering this is doomed to fail. 

Why? 
Because the genetic material of the 

culture that produced the wisdom you seek 
is so unlike yours, you cannot embrace it and 
survive without radically letting go of your 
privilege, power and right to be right.

In the second part of this article, I 
am going to address the question of why 
Australia’s Indigenous peoples and the dom-
inant white culture struggle to connect. I will 
examine why deep time history is respon-
sible for the difference in cultures. 65,000 
years of Aboriginal culture is embedded in a 
constant renewal that sits within a circle of 
relational, contextual, birthed knowledge.

The Venerable Canon Uncle Glenn Loughrey is 
Archdeacon for Reconciliation, First Nations Recognition 
and Treaty. 

Why deep cultural change is key
�„  Glenn Loughrey 

This is part one of a paper, delivered 
at a recent public forum, outlining the 
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�V���Ë�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
in. It points to the real work required to 
‘close the gap’ for justice and unity.
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The Reverend Canon Glenn Loughrey says deep 
change is needed in Australia after the Voice 
referendum.  Picture: Janine Eastgate

“I have watched state after 
state walk back justice and 
treaty projects.”
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�„  Brian Rosner

Personal identity is a subject of unprece-
dented interest in our day. Knowing who 
you are and being true to yourself are 
seen as signs of good mental health and 
well-being, and the keys to authentic living 
and true happiness. 

Most people today believe that there is 
�R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���S�O�D�F�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���W�R���Ë�Q�G���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�����D�Q�G��
that is inward. 

Personal identity is a do-it-yourself 
project. All forms of external authority are 
to be rejected, and everyone’s quest for 
self-expression should be celebrated. This 
strategy of identity formation, sometimes 
labelled expressive individualism, is the view 
that you are who you feel yourself to be on 
the inside and that acting in accordance 
with this identity constitutes living authen-
�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���V�R�P�H���F�O�H�D�U���E�H�Q�H�Ë�W�V����
key aspects of expressive individualism are 
open to question.

Myth ��: The best way to find 
yourself is to look inward

In principle, there is nothing wrong with 
looking inward. Personal exploration and 
�V�H�O�I���U�H�Ì�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H�����7�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R��
see many marginalised groups in society, 
those whose identity markers differ from 
the mainstream, given appropriate dignity is 
commendable. And authenticity as a moral 
ideal is a good thing. 

�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�U�H�H���I�D�W�D�O���Ì�D�Z�V���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���R�I���R�Q�O�\���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�Z�D�U�G���W�R���Ë�Q�G��
yourself. It generates a fragile self, being 
easily destabilized and lacking in genuine 
and lasting self-knowledge; it is failing to 

lead to the good life, too easily producing 
selves that are self-deceived, self-absorbed, 
and self-centred; and it rests on faulty 
foundations.

�7�R���Ë�Q�G���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�U�H�H���R�W�K�H�U��
places to look: one, around to others; we 
know ourselves by being known intimately 
and personally by others; two, backward and 
forward to your life story; and three, upward 
to God.

The third is the most controversial. Yet, 
looking up, one way or another, seems to 
be an irrepressible human urge. The idea 
that human beings have an incurable 
predilection to worship is certainly the 
Bible’s view of human nature. Each of us 
has a God-given awareness that there 
is something more to life than what we 
experience on earth; God has “put eternity 
in the human heart” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). And 
as Rowan Williams asserts, “without the 
�W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Z�H���V�K�D�O�O���Ë�Q�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H����
sooner or later, to make any sense of the 
full range of human self-awareness.” 

Myth ��: You belong to yourself

You belong to yourself sounds like a solemn 
declaration of human rights; being subject 

to some external authority is almost the 
�G�H�Ë�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����<�H�W�����Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R��
�Ë�Q�G�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�����W�K�H���H�O�H�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��
autonomy to ultimate status is misguided. 
The Bible takes an entirely different course. 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19 what 
sounds like a direct rebuttal of expressive 
individualism: “you are not your own”.  
The cross of Christ proclaims that God has 
claimed you as his very own; you belong  
to him.

Even in our day of insisting on the prior-
�L�W�\���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�Ë�W�V���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\�����W�K�H�U�H��
are some contexts in which belonging to 
someone else is still seen in a positive light. 
A young child lost in a shopping mall makes 
no complaint when her parent turns up and 
claims her as the parent’s own. Likewise, 
while it is open to abuse, true romantic 
love has at its heart a mutual belonging. 
Countless love songs, starting with the Song 
of Solomon in the Bible, contain refrains 
along the lines of “my beloved is mine, and  
I am his” (2:16; see also 6:3).

Indeed, the social animals that we are, 
nothing gives us more of a sense of value 
and worth than being loved to such an 
extent that we belong to another. Far from 
distressing or oppressive, such an embrace 
reassures and liberates us. Indeed, love is 
the context of Paul’s startling assertion that 
you are not your own. The words following 
Paul’s rejection of personal autonomy in 
1 Corinthians 6:19–20 explain why you 
belong to another: “you were bought with 
a price”. You belong to another because you 
are loved beyond measure. That love was 
expressed in the high cost of your redemp-
tion: “you were ransomed from the futile 

“Indeed, the social animals 
that we are, nothing gives 
us more of a sense of value 
and worth than being loved 
to such an extent that we 
belong to another.”

To �nd yourself, look past these three m
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ways . . . not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18–19).

The cross of Christ proclaims that 
God has claimed you as his very own; 
you belong to him. But the surrendering 
of yourself in this way does not lead to 
the eradication of yourself or an oppres-
sive subjugation. In losing yourself and 
belonging to one who loves you with an 
�H�Y�H�U�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���O�R�Y�H�����\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���Ë�Q�G���\�R�X�U���W�U�X�H��
self.

Myth ��: Your unique life 
story defines you

Telling your own story is at the heart 
of expressive individualism. We might 
even say that our day is characterised 
by “incessant autobiography,” a term 
�F�R�L�Q�H�G���E�\���&�����6�����/�H�Z�L�V�����,�W���L�V���D���Ë�W�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�\��
of describing how everyone seems to 
be feverishly telling their life stories on 
the various platforms of social media. It 
is possible today to document your life 
story in considerable detail and publish 
it widely every day. 

Your story is fundamental to your 
personal identity, but it’s not an individ-
ual story. Being social animals, we live 
in shared stories. It is a mistake to think 
that our life stories are simply our own 
making and played out in isolation from 
others. The metanarrative, or big story, in 
which each of us lives is a combination 
�R�I���G�H�Ë�Q�L�Q�J���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�����J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�F�W�D-
tions of life related to stories handed 
to us by our families and related to the 
stories of our nations, ethnicities, social 
classes, and religious faiths. 

There are two big stories to which 
most people in the West subscribe 
today, and these are playing a big role 
in forming people’s identities. They 
are the story of secular materialism 
and the story of social justice. Both are 
fuelled by the movement of expressive 
individualism. Like any good story, they 
each have a basic plot and setting, key 
turning points, central themes, stock 
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�����F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�G�����D�Q�G��
an anticipated climax. While they are 
understandably attractive in various 
�Z�D�\�V�����E�R�W�K���D�U�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���Ì�D�Z�H�G�����$�V��
life stories go, they are ultimately 
unsatisfying because both have a 
truncated view of human nature and 
fail to look up.

The story of God’s people, on the 
other hand, is the ultimate indictment 
of the heart of the expressive individu-
alism message. It asserts that you don’t 
�K�D�Y�H���L�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���\�R�X���W�R���G�H�Ë�Q�H���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I����
You need an intervention from outside 
of yourself. It is both the bleakest and 
the brightest story on offer, pessimistic 
about human nature but instilled with 
a glorious hope. Intriguingly, it is based 
on the life story of Jesus Christ:

You died, and your identity is now 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, 
who is your life story, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory 
(Colossians 3:3-4; my own translation). 

The Reverend Canon Dr Brian Rosner is the retiring 
principal of Ridley College. His most recent book is 
How to Find Yourself: Why Looking Inward is Not 
the Answer.

 Picture: Dreamstime

e myths

St Jude’s Parish in Brighton, Adelaide, seeks 
a full-time priest following the consecration 
of our previous incumbent as a bishop. 

�6�W���-�X�G�H�¶�V���L�V���D���À�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���F�K�X�U�F�K�����Z�L�W�K���V�W�D�E�O�H��
�F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R�� 
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���P�H�P�E�H�U�V����

�:�H���V�H�H�N���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����F�D�O�O�H�G���E�\���*�R�G�����W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
�L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�����S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���� 
�2�X�U���S�D�U�L�V�K���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�V���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���R�X�U��
�$�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q���I�D�L�W�K���L�Q���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���µ�X�Q�L�W�\ 
�L�Q���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶��

�:�H���D�U�H���D�Q���R�S�W�L�P�L�V�W�L�F���F�K�X�U�F�K�����R�S�H�Q���W�R���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��
�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���D���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�H���P�X�V�L�F��
�L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���D���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W���E�H�O�L�H�I���L�Q��
�R�X�U���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�U���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H��

We’re Hiring! �D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���X�V��

�2�X�U���S�D�U�L�V�K���V�H�U�Y�H�V���\�R�X�Q�J���D�Q�G���R�O�G���L�Q���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���I�R�U�P�V��
�R�I���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���W�R���P�D�Q�\���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��

�%�U�L�J�K�W�R�Q���L�V���D���V�H�D�V�L�G�H���V�X�E�X�U�E���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K��
�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q���R�I���$�G�H�O�D�L�G�H�����:�H���D�U�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R��
�D���E�U�R�D�G���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�V����
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���$�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O������ 
�)�O�L�Q�G�H�U�V���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���L�V���D���V�K�R�U�W���G�U�L�Y�H���R�U���E�X�V���U�L�G�H��
�D�Z�D�\�����7�K�H���6�W���-�X�G�H�¶�V���U�H�F�W�R�U�\���L�V���D���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� 
�W�Z�R���V�W�R�U�H�\���K�R�P�H���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�H�D�F�K��

�)�R�U���D���3�D�U�L�V�K���3�U�R�¿�O�H���D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���Y�D�F�D�Q�F�\�����S�O�H�D�V�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���H�Q�T�X�L�U�L�H�V�� 
�W�R���$�U�F�K�E�L�V�K�R�S���*�H�R�I�I�U�H�\���6�P�L�W�K���D�W�� 
archbishop@adelaideanglicans.com��
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�„  Sarah Wilson

I was twenty years old when I became a 
Christian. My conversion was simple yet 
served as a profound reminder of how faith 
can take root in unexpected moments, often 
without rational explanations. Growing up 
in a deeply committed Christian home,  
I had heard the gospel message preached 
hundreds of times, but it had never held 
�P�X�F�K���V�L�J�Q�L�Ë�F�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���P�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���F�K�X�U�F�K��
activities and desperate prayers before 
exams.

Yet, one Sunday service in 1994 opened 
my eyes in a way I had never experienced 
before. The words I had heard countless 
times suddenly resonated deeply within me, 
igniting a change in my heart and a desire 
to honour God with my life. I know I wasn’t 
caught up in the emotions of the music, as 
only very traditional hymns were played 
that I found unappealing at the time, and 
our preacher was clever and well-spoken 
but in no way charismatic. There was  
nothing about that service that could 
rationalise why it made such a difference  
to me, yet it did. 

In the weeks and months following this 
�O�L�I�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�����,���Z�D�V���R�Q���Ë�U�H���I�R�U���*�R�G���� 
I clumsily slipped “God” into all my 
conversations with non-believing friends, 
�M�R�L�Q�H�G���D���V�P�D�O�O���J�U�R�X�S���I�R�U���W�K�H���Ë�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G��
started leading services and singing in the 
church band. At the same time, I was in my 
honour’s year of a science degree at The 
University of Melbourne, with a childhood 
dream of pursuing a career in research.

I can still remember the disappointment 
I felt when some of my Christian mentors 

disapproved of my choice to become a 
scientist. Science wasn’t considered a 
Christian vocation because it didn’t involve 
saving souls, and there was also controversy 
surrounding evolutionary biology, my area 
of study. I was cautioned that a career in 
science could lead me down a slippery 
�V�O�R�S�H���W�R���D�W�K�H�L�V�P���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�Ì�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I��
non-believers at work. I felt the sting of 
their disapproval and the accompanying 
shame: should I instead follow a more 
visibly Christian vocation?

Now, thirty years later, I combine a 
�F�D�U�H�H�U���L�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�Ë�F���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���Z�L�W�K���P�\��
�U�R�O�H���D�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���D�W���,�6�&�$�6�7�����D�Q��
organisation promoting constructive 
conversation between Christianity and the 
sciences. I know that many Christians still 
wrestle with the relationship between faith 
and science, and scientists often report 
feeling misunderstood and isolated in 
their congregations. We know that young 
people increasingly view faith and science 
�D�V���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W�L�Q�J�����,�Q���W�K�H���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���L�V�V�X�H���R�I��The 
Melbourne Anglican, I reported that sixty 
percent of students attending faith-based 
schools believe science and faith are at 
odds. Subsequent surveys of hundreds more 
students show that this statistic remains 

unchanged—a clear indication that it’s time 
to act. 

So, why do Christians need to engage 
with science? There are several reasons, but 
let me highlight a few:

1. We are made in God’s image and 
called to use our God-given gifts and 
knowledge to create for good, not evil. 
ISCAST’s patron, Professor Graeme Clark, 
�L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�R�Q�L�F���H�D�U�����H�[�H�P�S�O�L�Ë�H�V���D��
scientist who uses his gifts for good. He 
�J�O�R�U�L�Ë�H�V���*�R�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J��
it was only possible through constant 
prayer and a commitment to do God’s 
will.

2. Christians are called to be light and salt 
in the world. As technology advances 
at a rapid pace, we no longer have 
�W�K�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�W�U�H�D�W�����:�L�W�K���D�U�W�L�Ë�F�L�D�O��
intelligence and transhumanism no 
�O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�I�I���R�I���V�F�L���Ë���Q�R�Y�H�O�V�����Z�H���P�X�V�W��
engage with the culture around us and 
uphold our Christian values in public 
conversations and debates about the 
implications of technology.

3. Christians need to be vocal supporters 
of mainstream science to combat 
�W�K�H���P�\�W�K���R�I���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W�����,�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H��
perceived as distrustful of scientists, it 
undermines our credibility and hampers 
the effectiveness of the Gospel.

For me, the decision to pursue a 
career in science instead of a ‘traditional’ 
Christian vocation stem from the belief that 
science reveals the hand of the Creator. Sir 
Francis Bacon, a Christian statesman and 
philosopher, made huge contributions to 
laying the foundations of modern science. 
For hundreds of years, Christian scientists 
have used his “two books of God” metaphor 

As a young adult, ISCAST program director Dr Sarah Wilson was told that pursuing 
science would threaten her Christian faith. Thirty years later, she’s working to change 
those perceptions, with her research only making her faith stronger.

Challenging the science–faith con�ict m
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“I was cautioned that a 
career in science could lead 
me down a slippery slope 
to atheism.”



to explain their study of the universe: Bacon 
asserted that God has revealed himself 
through the book of his word (Scripture) 
and the book of his works (creation). 
Understanding science this way reveals the 
Creator’s handiwork and draws us closer to 
God.

�,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\�����&�K�D�U�O�H�V���'�D�U�Z�L�Q���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�G��
Bacon’s “two books” metaphor opposite the 
title page of his most well-known work, On 
the Origin of Species. This famous book is 
�R�I�W�H�Q���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���D�V���D���S�U�L�P�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���F�R�Q�Ì�L�F�W��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���I�D�L�W�K�����\�H�W���'�D�U�Z�L�Q��
�F�L�W�H�V���%�D�F�R�Q�"�V���Z�R�U�G�V���W�R���D�I�Ë�U�P���W�K�H���X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
importance of both realms.

As I sit down at the electron microscope, 
viewing details of plants, animals, and 
�P�L�F�U�R�E�H�V�����,���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���E�H���D�P�D�]�H�G���D�Q�G���Ë�O�O�H�G��
with awe at the intricate details and elegant 
mastery of creation. What an incredible God 
we serve, whose care and design extend far 
beyond what any human eye can perceive. 
I feel joyful and blessed to witness God’s 
handiwork at the nanoscale.

Francis Collins, Christian and world-fa-
mous geneticist, describes discovery like 
this: “When something new is revealed 
about the human genome, I experience 

a feeling of awe at the realization that 
humanity now knows something only God 
knew before.”

I know that pursuing science was the 
right choice for me, and I continue to 
strive to glorify God through revealing his 
handiwork. Surprisingly, God had a plan for 
me to work in a “visibly” Christian vocation 
at ISCAST, where I lead a range of exciting 
projects that encourage conversations 
between Christianity and science. 

Most recently, ISCAST, supported by 

a grant from the Melbourne Anglican 
Foundation, is launching a science and 
faith resource package for clergy in the 
Melbourne diocese. The initiative aims 
to help leaders in churches and schools 
address challenges and misunderstandings 
between mainstream science and Christian 
faith.

These resources are one response to the 
Anglican Communion Science Commission, 
which aims to help the church engage with 
science. They will be part of an ongoing 
support program, including dedicated web-
sites for clergy and opportunities for ISCAST 
scientists to speak at schools, services, and 
other church events. Ordained clergy will 
soon receive additional information about 
the resource package via email, including a 
video to share with church congregations.

As I contribute to ISCAST, I pray that this 
new outreach project will help Christians 
reconcile their faith with science, demon-
strating that, when done properly, science 
reveals profound truths about our loving 
and enduring Creator.

Dr Sarah Wilson is happy to be contacted to speak at 
your church at sarahwilson@iscast.org.

Scanning Electron Micrograph of pollen produced on the of Cosmos bipinnatus.  Picture: iStock.com/Jannicke Wilk-Nielsen

ct myth in Anglican churches and schools

“As I sit down at the 
electron microscope, 
viewing details of plants, 
animals, and microbes,  
I continue to be amazed 
�D�Q�G���Ë�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Z�H���D�W�� 
the intricate details  
and elegant mastery  
of creation.”
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The 2024 Melbourne Synod brought together church leaders and lay members to discuss key issues,  
from reconciliation and sustainability to chaplaincy and disability inclusion. 

Pictures: Jenan Taylor and Hannah Felsbourg
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Sarah Irving-Stonebraker. Priests of History: 
Stewarding the Past in an Ahistoric Age. 
Zondervan, 2024.

�„  Lesa Scholl

Sarah Irving-Stonebraker’s Priests of History 
is a call for all of us to recognise our 
disconnection from our own heritage. Part 
history, part theology, woven together with 
autobiography, this book is a provocative 
and personal exploration of what history 
means to the Christian church.

Opening with literary descriptions of her 
own story, Irving-Stonebraker takes us on a 
journey through her own conversion from 
atheism to Anglicanism as a researcher in 
Oxford. By engaging with a broad range 
of human history – from classical times 
and the Early Church, to Australia’s fraught 
history of colonialism – she implores her 
reader to recognise the problems of what 
she terms our Ahistoric Age.

The early 21st century, starting from  
c. 2010, has seen a marked transition 
in society’s understanding of, and 
willingness to engage with, history. But 
Irving-Stonebraker argues that it is this 
diminishing of history in western culture 
that is causing the polarisation of ideas. 
Instead, we must be willing to “critically 
assess our cultures and societies … not 
least because these are often the most 
entrenched aspects – so entrenched, in fact, 

that we are often oblivious to them.” From 
Irving-Stonebraker’s perspective, Christian 
growth and discipleship requires us to 
embrace our own history and question it, 
but also use it as a context to understand 
how we got to where we are now.

Perhaps the aspect of greatest value 
in this book, apart from it being more 
accessible than conventional academic 
studies, is its understanding of how 
historical narratives help us to grapple with 
the complexities of our moment in human 
history. Irving-Stonebraker is absolutely 
right that our ability to understand history 
correlates with a sense that we are “losing 
the ability to discuss and disagree peacea-
bly about the past.” The tacit implication is 
that this inability equally impacts our ability 
to discuss and disagree about our present. 
One of the important arguments made 
is that our understanding of our present 
becomes stronger when it is laid on the 
foundation of understanding our past. This 
is particularly pertinent in making decisions 
on ethical matters.

To a degree, this book seems anti-mod-
ern. Irving-Stonebraker is clear that she 
believes the “hyperindividualistic modes 
of living” of our time encourage us to 
disconnect from the sacred, from God and 
from each other. Indeed, her arguments are 
resonant with many at the rise of modern-
ism at the end of the nineteenth century, 

particularly with her use of “atomisation.” 
But while at times she seems to adopt a 
hyper-orthodox approach, especially in 
regard to some doctrines of the church, she 
doesn’t suggest that we need to go back 
entirely in practices, but more that we need 
to use our understanding of the past to 
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with authenticity.

There are some aspects in which it 
would have been helpful to include some 
more recent context. For example, in her 
timeframe from 2010, with the apparent 
move away from interest in and valuing 
of history through university enrolment 
statistics, it would have been useful to 
contextualise this in terms of the Global 
Financial Crisis, the cost of university 
degrees, and the need to be job ready on 
graduation. Many students might not major 
in history, but this does not mean they 
aren’t interested. Also, a more direct allusion 
also could have been made between the 
“cancel culture” of our century and the 
iconoclasm of the Reformation periods in 
the church. That being said, these factors 
fail to diminish the urgent and necessary 
responsibility placed on readers to relearn 
how to value and tend to our heritage – to 
be the priests of our history.

Lesa Scholl is an honorary professor at the University of 
Exeter and a fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
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