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2 FOREWORD

H Bishop Genieve Blackwell

The Melbourne Anglican reported on a
number of parish events and activities as
part of Hope25 - Hope in an Uncertain
World - an opportunity to share the hope to
be found in Jesus during the Easter season.

Hope25 was a chance to be part of
something bigger, through joining with
Anglican parishes and congregations in
Melbourne, Geelong and around Australia.
Thank you to all who participated and thank
you to everyone who prayed using the
Prayer Calendar for the Anglican Diocese
of Melbourne. It was a great encouragement
to take part in Hope25 together.

The key was doing something that
suited your context. For many it was the
opportunity to try something new and see
it work. For others it was about taking a
regular part of their program and focussing
on sharing the hope to be found in Jesus.
What struck me was the range of events and
activities. Martha C. Naussbaum, a Jewish
philosopher talks about hope as a choice to
focus on a vision of good and embrace it.

She also talks about the different ways of
doing this, and over the last few months we
saw many creative examples of sharing the
hope we embrace through the resurrected
Jesus.

“We offer hope as we listen
to others and engage in
respectful dialogue...”

These ranged from using the arts as
a bridge to hope including through art
exhibitions, movie nights, creation of a
board game, music outreach in a shopping
centre, and launching a parish theme song
and a Lenten music album, to offering
opportunities to belong through extending
hospitality initiatives like high teas, morning
teas brunches, lunches and dinners, and
offering Messy Church, youth camps or
holiday clubs.

Others held courses such as Christianity
/Hope Explored, Alpha or Seeker Bible

Hope25 sparked brightness
in an uncertain world

studies, took a sermon series on the theme
of hope or held guest services. All were
opportunities to encounter Jesus and the
hope He offers through the Scriptures and
in the context of a community. All were
opportunities to be sustained in the hope
to be found in Jesus.

We offer hope as we listen to others
and engage in respectful dialogue, commit
to a cause for the good of others and think
about what is just. We saw examples of this
with reconciliation events and engagement
in NAIDOC week, through speaking into
civic services with ANZAC Day, providing
forums for reflection such as on Science and
faith or a public event with Tim Costello,
and through parishes that took up the
opportunity to be part of DV Aware Sunday.

And we choose hope when we volunteer
or are a good neighbour and serve the
community such as by providing food
hampers to those in need.

While this season of Hope25, pro-
claiming hope in an uncertain world, has
concluded, we can be assured what it
sparked will continue into the future.
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Canberra-Goulburn

bishop elected Primate

H Jenan Taylor

The Bishop of the Diocese of Canberra
and Goulburn has been chosen as the new
Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia.

Bishop Mark Short accepted the office
of primate after receiving the requisite
majorities in the houses of Bishops, Clergy
and Laity at the Primatial Election in July.

A former leader of the Bush Church Aid,
Bishop Short studied at Moore Theological
College and the University of Durham.

He has served as the 11th bishop of the
Canberra and Goulburn diocese since 2019,
and was a journalist before he became a
priest.

In 2022, Bishop Short supported Sydney
Archbishop Kanishka Raffels’ motion that
sought to define marriage as the exclusive
union between a man and a woman.

He said as an egalitarian he supported
the motion, and was proud to be part of the
Canberra-Goulburn diocese, a forerunner in

the ordination of women.

Speaking in 2024 about the exodus
of women clergy from the diocese due to
its reported lack of support for women
leaders, Bishop Short said there was a
sense of grief there about what women
experienced.

He was saddened that pathways into

leadership roles for women might not have

been as clear or helpful as they could have
been, and was supportive of exploring
cultural and structural changes to reverse
this.

Bishop Short will start in his new role
on 1 November following the resignation

of Archbishop Geoffrey Smith as primate on

31 October 2025.

Bishop Mark Short.  Picture: anglicancg.org.au

Dean takes on national role with St John Ambulance

H Lesa Scholl

Melbourne’s Anglican dean will oversee
chaplaincy for one of Australia’s most
recognised emergency response providers,
St John Ambulance in a new volunteer role.

The Very Reverend Dr Andreas Loewe
was installed as the inaugural Dean of the
Australian Priory of the Most Venerable Order
of St John in a special Eucharist service last
week.

Apart from pastoral care and liturgical
oversight, the Dean of the Priory is respon-
sible for maintaining the organisation’s
connection to its spiritual roots.

Dr Loewe saw his new role as a national
extension of his work in Victoria, taking his
resources and experience onto the national
level to provide spiritual oversight to state
and territory chaplains.

While having a first aid certificate, he said
his role was not one of saving lives but of
helping those who did save lives contextual-
ise what they were doing through their faith.

As a Commander in the Order of
St John he has volunteered as a chaplain
for local brigades and people working on
the frontlines as first aiders and emergency
responders since 2012.

Dr Loewe appreciated the value the Order
placed on giving young people leadership
opportunities because he was a St John

Dean Andreas Loewe

cadet as a teenager in Wales.

“You're literally entrusted with life and
death situations,” he said. “People have an
incredible amount of trust and appreciation
for the work you do.”

Dr Loewe emphasised the Order’s respect
for young people as he reflected on the
100 years of cadets in Australia.

“We want young people to flourish,” he
said. “We take them seriously.”

The Order of St John Chancellor Cameron
Oxley believed Dr Loewe’s vision and insight

talled ' Dean ' the Adtralia )’ory for the Order o} §f70hn.
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would be vital for the continued growth of
its chaplaincy.

Mr Cameron said Dr Loewe’s theological
depth, pastoral sensitivity and distinguished
leadership were the perfect combination for
the role.

The Most Venerable Order of St John’s
was constituted as an order of chivalry by
Queen Victoria in 1888 and was dedicated
to St John the Baptist.

The Order’s origins date back to the
Knights Hospitaller in the Middle Ages.
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Jailing kids does not reduce
crime: Victims’ advocate

H Hannah Felsbourg

Avictims’ advocate has questioned the
effectiveness of lowering the age of criminal
responsibility in Australia.

Victims of Crime NT provides support to
crime victims across the territory, including
crisis counselling, case management and
helping people get their lives back on track.

Chief executive Gerard McGeough said
the evidence showed locking up young
people did not decrease crime rates.

Mr McGeough said the evidence around
the world showed the younger a child was
engaged in the criminal justice system, the
higher the probability of them continuing in
criminality.

He said governments needed to focus
on social determinants including poverty,
housing and mental health rather than
taking a law-and-order approach.

“If we always do what we’ve always done,
we’ll always get what we've always had,”
Mr McGeough said.

Mr McGeough acknowledged that most
people in the territory had been victims of
crime and the community’s reaction was to
“lock them up”

“If we always do what we've
always done, we'll always

get what we've always had.”
Gerard McGeough

But he said governments had a
responsibility to educate the community
rather than react to knee-jerk responses.

A Queensland government spokesman
said the former Labor Government created a

youth crime crisis in the state with weak laws,
fewer police and a lack of early intervention.

The spokesman said Queenslanders voted
for a fresh start on youth crime, including a
plan to make the community safer with the
Adult Crime, Adult Time policy.

The policy means young people who
commit serious offences including murder,
grievous bodily harm and robbery can be
sentenced as adults.

The spokesman said the Crisafulli
government was delivering $560 million for
new early intervention and rehabilitation
programs for youth.

These included crime prevention and
diversion schools, court-sentenced youth
intensive rehabilitation programs and
programs to help young people turn their
lives around post-detention.

See Your Say on page 14
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Grafton and Riverina adopt
five-day week for thriving clergy

H Jenan Taylor

Clergy health and safety has been behind the
decisions two dioceses in NSW recently made
to reduce the number of days their ministers
worked.

The synods of the Anglican Dioceses of
Grafton and Riverina both voted to embrace
five-day working weeks for clergy in June.

It came as the Melbourne diocese Clergy
Remuneration and Working Conditions
Committee prepared to finalise a draft
submission to Archbishop-in-Council on
clergy standard working hours.

Grafton Bishop Murray Harvey hoped his
diocese’s decision to reduce clergy hours
would bring it in line with five-day week
working conditions in other dioceses, leading
to improved wellbeing for them.

In his address to the synod Dr Harvey said
he and the senior clergy team supported any
move that enhanced the physical, mental
and spiritual wellbeing of Grafton’s clergy
and their families.

He told The Melbourne Anglican there
were no specific concerns about clergy
in Grafton, but wellbeing and health was
important because it would better equip
ministers to thrive in their work now and in
the future.

Dr Harvey said the diocese was focussing
on professional supervision, professional
development and administrative reviews,
as suggested in the national church’s 2021
ministry and wellbeing guidelines document.

Riverina Bishop Donald Kirk said the
move was driven by his diocese’s belief it
was time to bring its ministers’ working
hours on par with that of most other people.

Bishop Kirk said most of the world had
moved on from the idea of only having one
day a week off from work, but the Church
continued to lag behind.

He believed working five days instead of
six would make clergy more effective in their
time.

It’s really important for anybody to have
proper refreshment for longevity in any
workplace, but particularly in ministry, with
the stresses and strains that are placed upon
clergy, especially these days,” Bishop Kirk
said.

He said it had taken the diocese six
months to work towards the decision and it
was already implementing the reform.

The dioceses join those of Newcastle and
Bathurst which adopted changes to clergy
working conditions more than two years
ago, while Adelaide synod in 2023 voted to
encourage its clergy to take two full days off.

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith said these
would ideally be two consecutive days in
which ministers could recover from parish
life and see to the needs of family and
friends, in his synod address then.

He said not having time for connections
with friends and family did not assist with
human well-being and flourishing.

In a recent Facebook post the Faith
Workers Alliance said there was no way a

six-day working week could align with
modern health and safety expectations.

It urged the Melbourne diocese in 2024
to take steps to normalise a five-day working
week for clergy because more days than this
could lead to bullying, depression and sleep
disorders.

Executive officer the Reverend
Chris Bedding warned this could make
Melbourne liable for workers’ compensation
claims under new Victorian regulations
to strengthen psychosocial hazard
management.

These rules, announced in February,
will take effect on 1 December 2025.

Clergy Remuneration and Working
Conditions Committee chair lan Harper was
unable to reveal the position the committee
would put to AiC about clergy standard
working hours.

He said the proposal to reduce working
hours from six to five days a week had been
canvassed with deaneries across the diocese,
along with being the subject of invited
submissions from synod members.

Professor Harper said this consultation
informed the committee’s submission to AiC,
in whose hands the final decision on the
matter lay.

Dr Harvey hoped Grafton diocese would
begin implementing the new conditions later
this year or in January 2026, while Bishop
Kirk said, for Riverina, the hardest thing
would be convincing clergy to work fewer
days.
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Calls for peace as hate attacks
give rise to fear

H Jenan Taylor

People in the Jewish community no longer
feel safe in Victoria after recent attacks
against synagogues and a violent protest
outside a restaurant, faith leaders say.

Victoria’s Multifaith Advisory Group
called on people of all religions to
recommit to peace, unity and understanding,
in the wake of the acts.

A man set fire to an East Melbourne
synagogue in early July while people were
still inside, in a second arson attack on a
synagogue in Melbourne since December
2024.

On the same night, a group of masked
protestors shouted abuse at a Jewish-owned
restaurant in Hardware Lane, interrupting
diners and causing damage.

MAG members said Victoria was a place
many Jewish people had regarded as safe,
but now they lived in fear.

Melbourne bishop and Religions for
Peace member Philip Huggins and Catholic

Archbishop of Melbourne Peter Comensoli
said the attacks had revived memories of
the holocaust for many of them.

They said those sentiments offered by
Jewish friends who trusted them, attested
to fear and trauma that should never have
a hold here.

“People practicing their
faith should be able to
do so safely, free from
harassment, intimidation

and violence.”
Multifaith Advisory Group statement

“People practicing their faith should be
able to do so safely, free from harassment,
intimidation and violence,” group members
said in a statement.

“Acts of violence against people

attending places of worship are absolutely
abhorrent and should be treated with the
utmost seriousness.”

Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan
and Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
condemned the attacks, and the premier
announced the formation of an anti-hate
taskforce.

She said discussions at the taskforce’s
first meeting would include the develop-
ment of laws for increased police powers
to stamp out extreme and violent protest.

Victoria Police investigators and
Counter Terrorism Command are probing
for any connections between an attack on
a Greensborough business and the arson
on the East Melbourne synagogue and
Hardware Lane incident.

No links have been identified yet.

As well as seeking renewed multifaith
harmony, MAG members conveyed their
prayers and meditations to the Jewish
community, and hoped to soon meet to
consider ways to advance social cohesion.

Picture: iStock




Rabbi Ralph Genende, Bishop Paul Barker afid Roman Catholic Archbishop Peter Comensoli.
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Anglicans offer synagogue
neighbours support, fellowship

H Jenan Taylor

An East Melbourne church has offered to
contribute to the repairs of a neighbouring
synagogue targeted in an antisemitic attack
in July.

The synagogue was set alight while
worshippers were still inside, the second act
of arson against a Jewish place of worship in
Melbourne in eight months.

St Peter’s Eastern Hill wanted to offer
the congregation whatever practical support
it could give them in the aftermath of the
attack.

Vicar Father Michael Bowie said in
addition to prayer and solidarity St Peter’s
suggested to the synagogue it would
contribute to the restoration of fire damaged
doors if the Hebrew congregation wished to
repair it.

“The synagogue is still debating whether
to restore the doors, but [Rabbi] Dovid
contacted me yesterday to ask if we could
host the Shabbat meal this Friday as they'd

had a large response from their community
and couldn’t accommodate all who wanted
to attend,” Father Bowie said.

“We were naturally keen to welcome
them: our hall is big enough and our kitchen
will be rendered kosher tomorrow afternoon.”

Melbourne Anglican bishops Paul Barker
and Philip Huggins were among the leaders
from an array of faiths that attended a
gathering in support of the synagogue
community.

Bishop Barker said it was important for
leaders across different religions to make
a stand against violence and hatred on the
grounds of faith.

“We recognise there are differences in our
faiths, but there is no place for violence,” he
said.

The Australian Jewish News reported that
Australia/lsrael and Jewish Affairs Council
community liaison Rabbi Ralph Genende
emphasised at the gathering that while Jews
maintained connections to Israel they should
not be held responsible for its actions.

Declaring the Australian Anglican
Church’s abhorrence at the recent attack,
acting Primate Garry Weatherill said there
was confusion in some public discussions
about the difference between criticism of
the actions of Israel and antisemitism.

“While outrage at the way Israel
is treating hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians may be justified, antisemitic
violence against ordinary, faithful Jewish
worshippers is always wrong and can only
lead to increased violence,” Bishop Weatherill
said in a statement.

Father Bowie said Rabbi Dovid had
invited him, St Peter’s curate Mother Cara
Greenham Hancock, parish administrator
Eugene Chin and sacristan Naomi Johnson
to share in the meal with the synagogue
community.

“They are our neighbours (our Lord’s
answer to the question ‘who is my neighbour’
springs to mind) and we value our shared
heritage of faith, as well as enjoying each
other’s company,” he said.
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No end to violence without men’s
engagement: Church leader

H Jenan Taylor

Christian men are being urged to make time
for women’s safety as the Anglican Church
prepares for its annual domestic and family
violence conference.

Organisers of the Ten Commitments
conference believe the involvement of more
men from churches could help bring about
some of the systemic changes necessary
to make a positive difference for women’s
safety.

Familes and Culture National Program
Manager Tracy Lauersen is calling on more
of them to attend the two-day gathering in
August.

She said a men’s summit was a major
part of this year’s conference, and aimed to
encourage men to see how their engage-
ment with the issue was necessary for
finding solutions to it.

“Too often gendered violence is framed
as a women’s issue, but it’s a church issue,
a leadership and justice issue that we all
need to take ownership of,” Ms Lauersen
said.

“It’s so critical that the men in our
churches, especially our male clergy, are
willing to see this issue as a problem, that
they need to get involved in working out
the solutions for”

She said the statistics for domestic and
family violence attested that it was far more
than the problem of some individuals and
there was serious work to be done in society
and in churches.

“It reflects much deeper and wider
cultural issues. We can’t see it as, ‘Oh, this
is a problem that some people have, some
individuals have’ We have to see that there
is stuff going on in our culture, society,
systems and organisations, and the way
we're raising men and women, that it’s a
much bigger whole-of-culture issue,”

Ms Lauersen said.

Men’s summit convenor and Melbourne
diocese Prevention of Violence against
Women committee member Scott Holmes
said there would not be an end to
gender-based violence until more men
knew such action was wrong.

“Most men do know it’s wrong, but
significant numbers also need to under-
stand that the way to change things is for
them to change the way they think about
their investment in particular forms of

Picture: iStock

“Freedom from violence,
respect equality, these
things are central to what
it means to be a follower
of Jesus.”

Scott Holmes

masculinity,” Reverend Holmes said.

“The way they police those forms of
masculinity amongst themselves, the way
that they're prepared to actually examine
their own lives and the lives of other men
around them, [how that’s done] can mean
we see more kindness, respect, equality as
part of men’s lives.”

He said the summit would comprise
four panellists covering research about
the importance of men’s engagement,
effective fatherhood, and what was making
a difference in parishes.

Mr Holmes hoped participants would
see there were large benefits to self-reflec-
tion, given there was evidence that there
were worse health outcomes for men who
were heavily invested in some forms of
masculinity.

“As men of faith, | would hope that
they come away with a sense that this is
not peripheral to being a man of faith, but
central to being a person of faith. Freedom
from violence, respect equality, these
things are central to what it means to be
a follower of Jesus,” he said.

Ms Lauersen said this year’s conference,
would emphasise pastoral approaches,
aimed at exploring how to respond in
more faithful and useful ways to gendered
violence.

Themed, Faith, Hope, and Love: a
faithful church response to Domestic and
Family Violence, the conference would
include discussions on how to make
ministries and services safe through
being trauma-informed.

She said the trauma informed
component would be led by key note
Dr Katherine Thompson who would cover
trauma in the pews.

Digital safety and online behaviour
specialist Marshall Ballantine-Jones
would provide a video lecture, focussing
on pornography and its implications for
domestic and family violence.

Ms Lauersen was particularly looking
forward to a session by Ridley College
academic the Reverend Dr Hannah Craven
about the theological foundations to
tackling this violence.

“We learned a lot from sector
specialists in last year’s conference and
this year, we're starting to build a response
that is grounded in our faith. This is not
different to what the sector is doing, but
is contextualised to the setting we're in,
she said.

“Hannah’s going to be opening up God’s
word to us and helping us to understand
how responding to domestic and family
violence as something that is not separate
to our faith but at the heart of it.”

Faith, Hope, and Love: a faithful church
response to Domestic and Family Violence
will take place on 18 and 19 August at
St Jude’s Carlton.

To find out more and register, visit
www.tencommitments.org.au/conference

If you or someone you love needs confidential
information, counselling or support contact

1800 RESPECT.

In an emergency please phone triple zero (000) to
reach ambulance services or police.
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cult leader

before police: Inquiry hearing

B Hannah Felsbourg

Cult reporting structures can enable child
abuse and undermine child safety systems, a
Victorian parliamentary inquiry has heard.

Ex-members Ryan and Catherine Carey
told the inquiry on July 24 that parents at
Geelong Revival Centre reported abuse to
cult leaders first, allowing a two-and-a-half-
day delay before police were contacted.

The Inquiry into recruitment methods and
impacts of cults and organised fringe groups is
examining whether coercive control tactics
should face criminal sanctions, with a final
report due in September 2026.

Ryan Carey said the GRC operated like
a state within a state where cult rules took
precedence over the law.

Within GRC even criminal actions had to
be reported to the leader rather than police,
he said.

A convicted child sex offender had
taught Sunday school for most of his life
before being found guilty of molesting nine
children, Mr Carey said.

He said the reporting delay allowed the
offender to destroy 12 gigabytes of child
exploitation material.

Mr Carey said he was contacted daily
by people across Victoria and Australia in
churches that operated in similar ways.

Catherine Carey said basic supervision
policies like ensuring two adults were
present with children were not followed at
GRC.

She said the case highlighted how groups
could control people under the guise of
religion.

Mrs Carey said no group should be able
to control people even though everyone
should be free to practice whatever religion
they wanted.

Anglican Diocese of Melbourne safe
ministry and inclusion lead consultant Anne
Fairweather said ensuring ministries were
safe was a way of showing people Jesus
loved them.

Mrs Fairweather said churches needed to
be consistent with state and federal law but
also have a voice in improving legislation
and community understanding of child
safety.

She said churches were working with
regulators in understanding church settings
as they were different from other child-
focused organisations.

Clearances for those working with
children within the diocese included police
checks and a safe ministry questionnaire in
addition to working with children checks.

The diocese has developed a risk
assessment tool as part of the diocesan

action plan for meeting the Victorian child
safe standards.

The tool covers worship services, small
groups, overnight camps and children’s
ministries, she said.

The diocese’s risk management
assessment tool recommends physical
modifications to improve visibility in areas
that could otherwise provide cover for abuse.

These include installing windows in solid
doors and moving children’s activities to
visible spaces.

It also stipulates that at least two adults
be present during children’s activities and
that children go to toilets in pairs.

Mrs Fairweather said adults had
individual responsibility for reporting child
safety concerns and could not wait for
organisational responses.

She said people must contact authorities
directly if there was imminent danger or
if professional standards services were
unavailable such as on a weekend.

The reporting pathways included police,
Child Protection services and Kooyoora
professional standards.

More information is available on the Anglican Diocese
of Melbourne’s child safety standards webpage;
https://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/governance/

child-safety/
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H Hannah Felsbourg

A series of events across Geelong aims to
raise funds for refugees and asylum seekers
trapped in Australia’s complex immigration
system.

Jam for Refugees will present four
separate Sunday afternoon events in August
featuring everything from chamber music to
salsa dancing.

Funds will go towards the Combined
Refugee Action Group of Geelong’s legal
fund, which helps asylum seekers with
costly visa applications and court appeals.

Program organiser Terence Norman said
Christians had a duty to help vulnerable
people and it was difficult to think of
anyone more vulnerable than refugees.

Mr Norman said even non-Christians
had a responsibility to help because people
were fellow members of the human race.

He said refugees had been forced from
their homes and literally had nothing, yet
were treated like criminals when they
arrived in Australia.

Mr Norman said the scale of the refugee
crisis could feel overwhelming, but he
believed individual action still mattered.

“If | can do something in my little corner
of the world, that’s at least something,”

Mr Norman said.

‘And then if there are lots of other
people in all over the place who are doing
something, then maybe slowly changes can
be made”

Salsa to classical: Concerts to aid refugees

Mr Norman said politicians did not talk
about refugees during elections because
there were no votes in the issue, but if the

electorate cared more, politicians would act.

The 2025 events mark a significant
departure from the previous 10-hour
concert format after Mr Norman decided
that structure was not working effectively.

Following a successful launch in June,
the four Sunday afternoon events will be
held throughout August.

The offerings will range from chamber
music and harpsichord recitals to an author
talk and salsa dancing, taking place at
venues from All Saints Newtown to
St Peter’s Ocean Grove.

Funds from the Sacred Heart College
Chapel concert will be split between
CRAG and the school’s refugee scholarship
program.

Mr Norman said the varied format was
designed to attract a wider range of people
to support the cause.

The Combined Refugee Action Group
is a community-based organisation
comprising more than 700 volunteers who
advocate for refugees and asylum seekers
in the Geelong area.

CRAG co-convenor Peter Coghlan said
up to 8000 asylum seekers across Australia
were still waiting for permanent residency
decisions after more than 10 years.

Many of these people were in limbo,
which had a terrible effect on their physical
and mental health, he said.

— ~, |

Geelong Salsa will perform at one of foﬁr Jam for Refdgees events raising funds for réfugeé legal aid this August.

Mr Coghlan said asylum seekers had
already fled persecution and threats to their
lives, endured an arduous journey to reach
Australia, and embraced their new country
with all their heart.

He said the legal fund helped people
navigate costly visa applications and court
appeals, taking an enormous burden off
their shoulders.

Many refugees lost their work rights
arbitrarily, leaving families struggling to
avoid homelessness, he said.

CRAG has helped several families
achieve permanent residency after
decade-long battles, including a Sri Lankan
Tamil family who waited 10 years.

The family faced homelessness when
the man’s work rights were arbitrarily
removed, requiring CRAG to help with rent
payments.

The group is also supporting an Afghan
man who has gained permanent residency
but remains separated from his wife and
daughter after 11 years.

He fled Afghanistan after Taliban threats
and expected to reunite with his family
quickly, but family reunification processes
can take years.

Mr Coghlan said the organisation
was entirely voluntary with no paid staff,
meaning all donated money went directly
to helping refugees and asylum seekers.

Jam for Refugees bookings are available through
Humanitix.
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For some childfen, the school holiday program is their favourite week of year.

H Hannah Felsbourg

St Alfred’s Blackburn North annual school
holiday program has shared the gospel with
more than 150 primary-aged students this
year, while training the next generation of
church leaders.

Going Bananas ran for five mornings
during the July school holidays, featuring
this year’s Banana Parties theme exploring
meals Jesus shared in the gospels.

About 60 leaders and another 60
volunteers supported the free program with
activities including singing, storytelling,
craft, discussion groups, prayer and
bananaerobics.

St Alfred’s children and families minister
the Reverend Louisa Pfitzner said the
program mobilised the whole church for
mission while developing servant hearts in
young people.

She said it focused directly on sharing
the gospel with children from both church
and non-church backgrounds.

The program’s daily stories take children

through Jesus’ divinity, forgiveness, the cross,
resurrection and the heavenly banquet.

This provides a complete gospel
message across the five days.

“It’s really important to tell them what
the real story is.Jesus came to the world
and died for them, and theyre part of that,”
Mrs Pfitzner said.

A Wednesday family barbecue provided
opportunities for leaders to connect with
parents of participating children.

Leaders prepared for months before-
hand, meeting weekly for training to ensure
the program ran smoothly.

Last year a Presbyterian church joined
St Alfred’s training course and helped run
Going Bananas before launching their own
program at Easter.

Co-director Julia Gangur exemplifies the
program’s ability to raise up leaders.

Ms Gangur attended Going Bananas
from grades four to six after moving to the
area, where a friend invited her to church
and the program.

She became a teenage leader in high

Picture: Hannah Felsbourg

Going Bananas mobilises whole church for mission

school and is now co-directing while
completing her fourth year of a Bachelor of
Education Primary.

Ms Gangur said she was grateful for the
opportunity to give back to something that
had shaped her faith journey.

St Alfred’s parishioner Rachel Allsop’s
three older children, who started as
participants, are now leaders this year
while her three younger children attend the
program.

“Just seeing their confidence grow,
seeing their abilities as leaders grow, the
friendships that they make here,” Mrs Allsop
said.

“They look forward to seeing those
friends again every year”

Mrs Allsop said she was impressed by
the teenage leaders’ dedication to their
training and enthusiasm for the program.

She said the adult leaders gave the
young volunteers real responsibility while
safely developing their leadership skills.

“They describe this as their favourite
week of the year,” she said.
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Community garden offers chance to give back

E
g

N Lesa Scholl

An inner-city church’s ministry is offering
men leaving the justice system the chance
to give back to the community, learn a trade
and connect with nature.

In St Philip’s Collingwood’s community
garden, the men build raised garden beds
and grow tomatoes, eggplants and other
vegetables for a local aged care drop-in
centre.

The program is a partnership with the
Judy Lazarus Transition Centre and is also
designed to give its residents confidence at
project management.

St Philip’s vicar the Reverend Bruce
Everett said the hospitality ministry
acknowledged the men’s humanity, and
he hoped gardening would yield positive
benefits for their wellbeing.

“We can provide meaningful work for
them,” he said.“[We] give them opportunity
to get their hands dirty”

Garden project manager Peter* became
a Christian in prison, and said the initiative
was a tangible way for him to add value
and give back to the community.

Picture: Sybil Zeng

JLTC general manager Tracy Jones said
Peter took ownership of the partnership
immediately.

“He drew up what needed to be done,
what resources were needed,” Ms Jones said.

“It’s got him feeling like ... a valued part of
society again.”

Mr Everett said about a dozen
people had worked in the garden over
the last few months, including Paul*, an
ex-horticulturalist.

“He’s loved just being in the garden and
having his own space,” Mr Everett said.

“He came the first week, he looked like
a deer in the headlights, [but he’s] really
owned that front area”

Joe*, a carpenter who had not worked
in the trade for six years, helped build the
garden beds.

Ms Jones said it was important for the
men to feel they were giving back to the
community but also that they were given
different opportunities to develop extra
skills.

She said for a lot of the men prison had
been their only community.

“It’s really important to connect them
into some kind of community where they
feel valued,” she said.“It gives them a level
of self-worth, confidence and self-esteem.”

*Names have been changed to protect privacy.

Partnership a witness of unity and mission

H Jobby John

Parish communities St Dunstan’s
Camberwell and St Stephen’s Bayswater
came together in a spirit of fellowship, unity
and shared purpose in late May as part of
the Hope25 initiative.

Vicars and members from both parishes
joined hands to share in the liturgy, with
reading, preaching, and altar serving
responsibilities joyfully distributed across
both congregations on St. Dunstan’s Parish
Day - a gathering that celebrated what it
means to be “One Body in Christ.”

This partnership is more than a
one-time event; it is the beginning of a
journey together. There is a genuine sense
of excitement as plans are made to attend
the St Stephen’s Parish Day celebrations in
August. Beyond that the two parishes have
committed to hosting two shared events
in 2025: a curry night, sure to be filled
with food, laughter and fellowship,and a
Christmas outing in December to deepen
the bonds of friendship and community.
These may seem like simple events, but they
are powerful opportunities for evangelism,
hospitality and fellowship. In joyful
celebration, Christ is made known.
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In today’s world, where individualism
often overshadows community, this partner-
ship in Christ stands as a countercultural
witness to the gospel. It also echoes the
earliest Christian communities described in
the book of Acts 2.44-46: All who believed
were together and had all things in common
... as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts.”
In the breaking of the bread, hearts are
opened.

This unity is deeply theological and
deeply biblical. Paul reminded in his letter to
the church in Corinth; 1 Corinthians 12.12:
“For just as the body is one and has many

Picture: supplied

members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ.” We shared the sense of being One in
Christ in the shared fellowship; of reading
scripture together, serving at the altar
together, worshipping together and above
all partaking in the Holy Eucharist together.

As we look forward to more shared
initiatives, the journey we have begun
together is a testament to what the local
church can be: a community of mutual
support, of people rooted in love and on a
shared mission.

The Reverend Jobby John is vicar at St. Dunstan’s
Camberwell.




All Saints’ East St Kilda Nicaea anniversary service.
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Celebrating Council of Nicaea
1700th anniversary

H René Knaap

All Saints’ East St Kilda recently observed
the 1700th anniversary of the Council of
Nicaea and the promulgation of the Nicene
Creed, the enduring symbol and summary
of Christian faith. The landmark event
meant too many candles for a cake, but
there was still a wonderful celebration.

The event focused on Solemn Evensong
which featured two musical settings of the
Creed, one by Joseph Haydn and the other
Herbert Howells. They were from different
centuries, different countries and were
written in very different styles.

It was a reminder that though the Creed
emerged in the heady days of the fourth
century it transcends time, place and
culture. The parish of All Saints’ supports
a fine musical tradition which on this
occasion was enhanced by additional
musicians and singers.

Several hundred people gathered
to mark the occasion. Along with the
wonderful music and reverent prayer,

the celebration continued with a festive
reception at St Michael’s Grammar School.

Ridley College deputy principal and
Theology lecturer the Reverend Dr Mike
Bird preached the sermon.

Dr Bird outlined how as a young student
he was faced with the important question:
who is Jesus Christ? It was this question
that was at the centre of the Nicene
Council.

The Alexandrian priest Arius sought
to answer it by saying Jesus was not divine
in the way God the Father was divine.

Dr Bird memorably suggested Arius proposed
a Temu divinity’ for Jesus. Divine, but not fully
divine. In line with the witness of Scripture
and the consistent teaching of the church,
the Council definitively ruled Jesus was of
the ‘same substance’ as the Father.

Reflecting on the task of the bishops
that gathered at Nicaea from May to July
325, it was to determine a particular
question on the nature of Christ.

But in the process, they gave us a
concise statement of both the content and

the parameters of Christian belief.

The Creed states, “| acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins.” The
Creed belongs to all Christians who share
in this one baptism. | was pleased that at
the service there were representatives from
many Christian traditions.

| hope our celebration for this important
anniversary gave people a renewed
appreciation of the gift the Creed is to the
Church. It may seem strange to hold on to
a document that is now so old, has some
tricky ideas, and expresses itself in some
language that is not immediately apparent.
But important things in life oftentimes
require time and effort to appreciate.

The church’s story is long and at times
has been difficult. The church has been
subjected to every imaginable stress and
strain. These pressures have not abated
in our time. In an age of uncertainty and
doubt, the Creed remains what it always
has: a firm anchor and a reliable guide.

Father René Knaap is vicar at All Saints’ East St Kilda.
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No jall for kids without guilty knowledge

Rather than change the age of criminal
responsibility (Jailing kids does not reduce
crime, see page 4, released online 15 July) it
might be less of a one-size-fits-all solution
to set the age at say 10 years with the
proviso that the prosecution must prove
mens rea (guilty knowledge) if the accused
is under say 14 years.

It would probably result in everyone
under 14 getting a second chance since for
the first offence it would be very hard to
prove but very easy for the second.

Jeremy Parsons, Milton NSW

crime, 15 July). Put them away and out of
sight. No. What ever happened to taking on
restorative justice to provide an outcome
not a destruction.

Beverley Phillips, Durdidwarrah

Hurting people of any faith is only
hurting our own community

I'm glad to see the Anglican Church
showing Christ’s love to different faiths
where hatred has been shown (Anglicans
offer synagogue support, 10 July). When
the Mosque shootings in New Zealand
happened the whole community offered
help (especially Christians and Sikhs)

and so it should be. As people in our
community distinguish between Hamas
and Palestinians and between Israel’s right
wing government and Jews, we can see
that hurting random Jewish people or any
people of any faith in Melbourne is only

Kids and crime: restorative justice

This is adults refusing to take responsibility
for the way society is letting down these
youngsters (Jailing kids does not reduce

hurting our own community, not aiding
any solution to the tragic situation in the
Middle East. | personally know Christian
Israeli Palestinians (born in Nazareth) living
here in Melbourne who do not support one
iota the attacks happening against Jewish
men, women and children here in our city in
the name of the Palestinian cause.

Christine Jolly, Hopper's Crossing

Meélbourne Anglican

Your say is a forum for respectful dialogue
about material published in The Melbourne
Anglican, or issues affecting the church or
society more broadly. Please email letters
to editor@melbourneanglican.org.au.
They must include your full name, address
and phone number for identity verification.
Letters may be edited for clarity, length and
grammar.
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Stan Grant book: A love song that
‘aches towards God in every line’

H Helen Dwyer

Stan Grant. Murriyang: Song
of Time. Simon and Schuster
Australia, 2024

Stan Grant’s Murriyang: Song
of Time is not a political book,
though politics runs through
it like a wound that won't
quite heal. It is not strictly a
memoir, though it pulses with
the intimacy of loss, memory,
and familial legacy. And it is
not a theology, though it aches
toward God in almost every line.
Murriyang is, instead, a lament
and a love song. A meditation
that stands at the crossroads
of silence and speech, of
forgiveness and grief, of exile
and return. It is, unmistakably,
a reckoning.

Written in the shadow
of Australia’s failed Voice
referendum, Murriyang emerges
from a place of deep rupture. Yet
what Grant offers is not despair,
but Yindyamarra: a Wiradjuri
word that means silence, respect,
kindness, patience. It becomes
the heartbeat of the book and
the lens through which Grant
reframes time, identity, and
reconciliation.

Silence in Murriyang is sacred.
It is not absence, but a higher
form of language, a space where
the divine whispers in stillness.
“God stopped talking,” Grant
writes, “but was not silent”
Silence, for him, is not passive;
it is a holding, a listening, a
healing. And as he tells Indira
Naidoo in an interview for
Compass, it is often the only
language left when words have
failed - failed us politically,
spiritually, and relationally.

Where The Australian Dream
and Talking to My Country were
fierce in their critique, Murriyang
is tender and searching. It reads
like a prayer. And prayers, Grant
reminds us, do not always come
with answers.“l want to ask ...

Stan Grant.

does God care?” he writes. “For
that is the abiding question of
lament.” This question hovers
over every page, particularly

in his reflections on his father,
whose stoic love and tough
upbringing mirror a generation

hardened by racism and absence.

Through these personal threads,
Grant explores how pain and
love can coexist, and how
memory carries us home even
when we live in exile.

Time itself is a central
character in Murriyang. Drawing
on Wiradjuri cosmology and
thinkers like Miroslav Volf and
Desmond Tutu, Grant stretches
beyond the linearity of Western
time to explore ancestral time,
spiritual time, and “the speed of
love.” Trauma has its own time,
he insists. So does healing. So
does hope.

There is theology in this
book, but it is not academic. It is
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embodied. Grant finds God not in
dogma but in relationship: in the
breath of land. He writes, | call
myself a Christian because, in
the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, | find the
fulfillment of the sacred majesty
of my people.” In Murriyang,
the Wiradjuri and Christian
traditions do not compete; they
converge. The cross and Country
are not opposites, they are
mirrors.

Forgiveness, perhaps the
most radical theme of the
book, is not offered cheaply. It
is wrestled with. “Forgiveness
is the citizenship of the divine,”
Grant writes, “the highest
sovereignty.” In the face of
generations of dispossession and
violence, he asks whether love
is even possible, and concludes
that it must be. Not because it is
easy, but because it is the only
thing that might save us. In this

way, Murriyang is a challenge to
Australia: to return to what the
Uluru Statement called for, not
just legal change, but spiritual
awakening.

In one of the most arresting
passages, Grant speaks directly
to the referendum: “All we heard
was politics and law ... Our ears
and hearts were not attuned
to the higher decibel of love”
The vote, he says, was a missed
opportunity to say to people like
his parents, “We love you.” This
simple phrase, echoing across
the pages, becomes a kind of
benediction and indictment. A
plea for grace in a graceless age.

But Murriyang is not only
sorrow. It is deeply beautiful.
Drawing on poets, physicists,
theologians, and songwriters,
Grant’s prose soars. He writes
with the clarity of someone who
has faced death, and the humility
of someone who still chooses to
believe in love. The land speaks
through his words. So do the
ancestors. So does God.

In the end, Murriyang is not a
book to be dissected, it is a book
to be felt. To sit with.To read in
silence, perhaps beside a creek
or beneath a gum tree. Because
this is what Grant offers us: not
just analysis or even answers,
but sacred space. A space to
remember, to mourn, and to
imagine a better country.

Murriyang is a profound and
necessary work. It asks hard
questions with tenderness. It
offers no easy solutions, but it
dares to hope. And that, in the
wake of heartbreak, is a form of
grace.

Murriyang sang to me; it
made me pray, it made me
reflect, it made me cry. I'd love
to know what you thought of it.

The Reverend Canon Helen Dwyer

is Chaplain to Grimwade House,
Melbourne Grammar School and
worships at St Thomas’ Werribee, where
her husband is the vicar.
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John Parkes

H Muriel Porter

It is hard to believe that Bishop John

Parkes, the former Bishop of Wangaratta,

is no longer with us. A warm, ebullient

man who was larger than life, Bishop John,

who died on 3 July, was well-known to

many Melbourne Anglicans. And not just

as a Victorian provincial bishop. In 2006,

when he was Dean of Brisbane, he was

a candidate for election as Archbishop

of Melbourne in the first election synod

meeting that year. Dr Philip Freier was

elected in the second synod meeting.
Some of us had the privilege of Bishop

John’s company on a group visit to the

Holy Land in 2011 - the year he was

made a member of the Order of Australia

for services to the Anglican Church. He

celebrated the Eucharist for us on the shore

of the Sea of Galilee, and led us in singing

Dear Lord and Father of mankind with its

haunting verse, “O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt

to share with thee the silence of eternity,

interpreted by love!” It was an unforgettable

experience. One of our number on that trip,

Archdeacon Colleen O'Reilly, has described

Bishop John as a bishop of “a liberal and

generous disposition in his spirituality”.
Anthony John Parkes was born in

the United Kingdom on 6 August 1950.

Following the completion of a law degree at

Sheffield University, he moved to Australia
in the early 1970s, working variously as

a barrister and solicitor in Sydney. His

work involved industrial, conciliation and
arbitration, commercial and family law. He
was however never quite convinced that the
law was where he was meant to be. “God
stuff” had always been there, he said.

So, in the late 1980s, he completed a
Bachelor of Theology degree at St Mark’s,
Canberra, and was ordained in the Diocese
of Canberra and Goulburn. He was assistant
curate at All Saints, Ainslie, before moving
as assistant priest to the parish of Orange
in Bathurst Diocese. After serving as rector
of first Wellington and then Young, he
returned to Canberra as an archdeacon and
rector of Ainslie. In 2004, he became Dean
of St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane, where he
completed the cathedral, and soon after,
became an assistant bishop in Brisbane.

At the time he was offered the position
of Bishop of Wangaratta in 2008, there was
another offer on the table - principal of St
Francis’ Theological College, Brisbane. His
decision to accept Wangaratta was based on

A J

a bishop whose service we

Bishop John Parkes.

“We bless Pekinese dogs,
we bless buildings, we
bless carpets, and we’re

not to offer a blessing to
two persons who have
committed to a lifelong,
faithful, monogamous
union under the laws of the

state? | don’t think so.”
Bishop John Parkes

an unusual call, as he told the Wangaratta
Chronicle. He decided he had better have a
look at Wangaratta before he said “no”, he
said. “We were driving up from Alexandra
to Mansfield, when we came across Bonnie
Doon. Now, | thought Bonnie Doon was a
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mythical town invented only for the best
Australian film that’s ever been, The Castle,
so as we came to Bonnie Doon, | said to (his
wife) Margaret, ‘I'm the Bishop of Bonnie
Doon’ It was clear to him that this was
where God was calling him to be.

Archdeacon O'Reilly has also noted that
he was “a champion of engagement with
the wider society”, and that engagement
began very quickly.

“I had scarcely got my knees under the
desk when Black Saturday scorched the
diocese at both ends. It was in every sense
a baptism of fire,” Bishop John told the
Wangaratta Chronicle. He continued: “For the
first week or so after Black Saturday, | drove
every day to Alexandra to the relief centre,
to be with people who'd been burned down
in Marysville, and all they really needed was
somebody to sit with them and listen, as
they told the same story over and over and
over again in a desperate attempt to make
sense of it. It was heartbreaking, you'd see
people who'd got out with the clothes they
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have ‘much to give thanks for’

were standing in, with a dog, holding onto
the dog for dear life.”

Later community engagement thrust
him into the national spotlight. He was the
driving force behind Wangaratta Synod’s
approval of a liturgy for the blessing of
civil marriages following the amendment
of the Commonwealth Marriage Act in 2017
to include same-sex marriages. The liturgy,
approved by the synod in 2019 not long
before he retired, was the following year
declared by the Appellate Tribunal to be not
inconsistent with the Church’s Constitution,
nor with its canon law.

Bishop Parkes was clear that he and
his synod had not approved a service of
marriage for same-sex couples. He said
that he accepted the church’s position that
holy matrimony was between a man and a
woman, and that the liturgy was a blessing
for persons in a civil marriage under
Australian law, not for same-sex couples
only. As he once put it succinctly, “We bless
Pekinese dogs, we bless buildings, we bless
carpets, and we're not to offer a blessing
to two persons who have committed to a
lifelong, faithful, monogamous union under

the laws of the state? | don’t think so.”

Nevertheless, and despite the Tribunal’s
ruling, he was widely and publicly
condemned by conservatives. He was told
that the blessing service would be contrary
to the teaching of Scripture and to the

“Property - even fine
buildings like our cathedral
- are only a means to the
end, and never the end
themselves.”

Bishop John Parkes

Anglican Church’s doctrine of marriage, and
would be divisive for the national church.
Proceeding with the liturgy would strain
fellowship to breaking point, he was told.
Bishop Parkes maintained admirable grace
as the controversy erupted.

Much more could be said of Bishop
John’s work with diocesan schools, with
aged care in the diocese, with the aftermath

of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, with
declining numbers in rural areas, and his
leadership in national and international
bodies, and with Trinity College Theological
School. Through all his ministry, his passion
for the church as primarily worshipping
community shone through. “Property - even
fine buildings like our cathedral - are only
a means to the end, and never the end
themselves,” he said.“The end is Christian
community by prayer, by study of the Bible,
and by worshipping together to make

a difference in the community, to give
evidence of the Holy Spirit of God acting.”

As Archdeacon O'Reilly has added, “There
is much to give thanks for in Bishop John’s
service to the Anglican Church”.

Bishop John is survived by his wife
Margaret, children Nell and James, son-in-
law Tanu, and grandson Peter. A thanksgiv-
ing service for his life and ministry was held
in Holy Trinity Cathedral, Wangaratta on
Monday 21 July.

Dr Muriel Porter, a Melbourne lay woman, is a historian,
author and journalist.
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Playing God or healing pain? The

Joy: The Birth of IVF gives us a nuanced and moving portrayal of the early stages of IVF
development—a story bioethicist and ISCAST Fellow, Gareth Jones, has followed closely
for years. But how well does the film reflect the many ethical concerns that persist to

this day?

B Gareth Jones

The story of IVF (in vitro fertilisation) is one
I've followed closely since the early 1970s.
My first article about Christian approaches
to assisted reproductive technologies
appeared in 1974, four years before the
1978 birth of the first IVF baby, Louise
Brown. Watching Joy decades later offers

a fascinating insight into this story and an
opportunity to reflect on the ethical and
theological concerns that surrounded it.

The film centres around the story of Jean
Purdy (played by Thomasin McKenzie), a
nurse and research assistant, and her role
alongside physiologist Robert Edwards
(James Norton) and obstetrician Patrick
Steptoe (Bill Nighy) in bringing IVF to
fruition. She begins working with Robert
and Patrick in reproductive health research,
motivated partly by her own struggles
with endometriosis and knowledge that
she would never be able to have children.
However, as the public grows more aware
of their research, the trio face opposition on
all fronts: from the medical and scientific
communities, the church, and the media.

Early in the film, Jean is shown to be a
regular churchgoer, alongside her mother.
However, their relationship becomes
strained as Jean’s mother becomes alarmed
by what she reads in the newspapers,
revealing the Christian opposition to this
new unwelcome direction. Making matters
worse, her daughter was implicated in this
questionable work. Her vicar was equally
alarmed, and Jean was shut out of her
mother’s house for some time.

Despite the personal strain, her
commitment to the program was immense.
According to the film, it was Jean’s insight
that enabled the team’s final breakthrough
that led to their ultimate success.

The film provides a reliable account
of the major forces at play in what was
a highly controversial and questionable
scientific endeavour. The trio was moving
in uncharted - and for many, unwelcome -
territory. As the film notes, the main concern
at the time was overpopulation; bringing
more children into the world was regarded
as an unworthy endeavour.

“Playing God”

The IVF work spanned 1969 to 1978 across
two centres 285 km apart: a clinic in
Oldham and a lab in Cambridge. One reason
for this split was the failure to secure
funding from the Medical Research Council,
which only came in 1978 after the birth of a
healthy baby.

There were various reasons for this lack
of support. Scientifically, it was a long shot
with no guarantee of healthy offspring,
and Edwards’ controversial media profile
was off-putting for some. But he was
emotionally committed to helping women
overcome infertility, and nothing would
deter him. He was also concerned at the
pressure infertility placed on marriages, and
he repeatedly advocated for ways of helping
them.

Inevitably, “playing God” was never far
from the surface. Edwards was seen by the
media and public as a Frankenstein figure,
going into territory best left to God. At one
point he told a reporter: “| wanted to find
out exactly who was in charge, whether
it was God himself or whether it was
scientists in the laboratory.” His conclusion
was that “It was us.”

“Edwards was seen by
the media and public as a
Frankenstein figure, going
into territory best left to
God.”

Edwards tried to involve others in
ethical discussions around IVF - some-
thing not depicted in the film - but was
unsuccessful. He was operating in territory
widely considered immoral and illicit. Yet
he cannot be accused of ignoring ethics;
he wrote extensively on the topic and
proposed ethics committees. Still, his efforts
gained little interest, even from Christian
organisations. Only once IVF babies were
born did Christians begin to engage
seriously.

The dominant concern in the 1960s and
1970s was the possibility, even probability,
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of an abnormal birth. This was brought out
in the film and reflected very accurately the
concerns in the limited ethics literature of
the time. What was spectacularly lacking at
that time was concern for the embryos. It
was well known that embryos were lost in
the experimentation leading up to success-
ful IVF, and subsequently in the use of IVF
in the clinic. Even the eminent American
theological ethicist Paul Ramsey, one of
the lone Christian ethicists commenting

on the reproductive technologies and IVF
in the 1960s and 1970s, opposed it on the
grounds of the possibility of producing

a damaged child; however, he never
commented on the loss of embryos.

Misunderstood Science,

Misguided Opposition

One of the strong points of the film is the
emphasis placed on the women in the
clinical trials. Each of them longed for a
child, and one after another they were to
be disappointed. One can see how they
could be likened to experimental fodder,




journey behind Jo

and a criticism levelled at Edwards was
that he was experimenting on human
patients and learning through trial and
error on vulnerable individuals. There were
different approaches within the team, but
together they gradually learned to meld the
fundamental research with the women’s
clinical needs.

Edwards was disappointed that the public
failed to recognise the importance of their
work or the pain of infertility it aimed to
relieve. His world was that of cutting-edge
reproductive research while those outside
the program thought it was frightening and
malevolent: the prospect of making babies
in the laboratory was outlandish to many.
Edwards also struggled with a sensationalist
media more interested in scandal than
substance, where some journalists even
sought out the names of the women
involved for publicity purposes. He did not
have the acumen, personality, or patience for
media engagement.

It is a great shame that Christian thinkers
were not prepared for this ground-breaking

“The ethical concerns of
the 1970s and 1980s

have been replaced by
other concerns, such as the
longing for a child by single
women and same-sex
couples.”

work. It is one thing to condemn “making
babies” as opposed to loving them, but these
are unhelpful antitheses. If only one or two
thoughtful and well-informed Christians had
been available to partner with Edwards in
his thinking, he may have been more open
to alternative perspectives on the ethical
significance of prenatal human life. Edwards
remained something of an outsider, receiving
the Nobel Prize only in 2010 at age 85 and a
knighthood in 2011. The award of the Nobel
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Prize was criticised by the Vatican.

Since the 1980s, IVF has burgeoned and
around 12 million children have been born
in this way. It has unfortunately become big
business and is employed for couples and
individuals Edwards never envisaged. The
ethical concerns of the 1970s and 1980s
have been replaced by other concerns,
such as the longing for a child by single
women and same-sex couples. While IVF is
frequently accepted as (almost) standard
clinical practice, Christians need to be very
judicious in weighing up its place within
the options opened up by contemporary
reproductive medicine. But for anyone
wanting an overview of its beginnings, Joy is
a good place to start, with an excellent cast
and well-informed writers.

Joy: The Birth of IVF, by Jack Thorne and Ben Taylor has
been available on Netflix since November 2024.

Gareth Jones is a bioethicist and Fellow of ISCAST-
Christianity and Science in Conversation. He has written
widely about the ethics of reproductive technologies,
including in his 1984 book, Brave New People.
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Primate joins push for Gaza peace, aid

H Jenan Taylor

Scenes of emaciated adults and children and
unbearable suffering emerging from Gaza in
July, have prompted the Australian primate
to call for an end to Israel’s military action
against the strip.

Archbishop Geoffrey Smith also called for
the release of the remaining hostages held
by Hamas, and on Israel to grant free access
to life-giving aid for Gaza’s people, in his
statement on Sunday.

He declared that humanitarian alerts of
mass starvation in the strip signalled the
conflict had become particularly ugly, and
asked Australian Anglicans to pray for peace
and a just outcome for Gazans.

It came amid rising numbers of leaders
around the world, including Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese, calling for an immediate
ceasefire and for Israel to comply with its
international law obligations.

The besieged strip is experiencing the
worst-case scenario of famine according to a
global food security initiative.

Since Israel stopped aid agencies from
entering Gaza, a third of the population
has gone without food for days, and tens of

thousands now need urgent treatment for
malnutrition.

In the past three weeks, about 48 people
died of hunger-related causes, 20 of them
children, the Gaza Health Ministry reported.

United Nations data also revealed that
798 people were killed and more than 5000
injured as they tried to get food at Israel and
US-backed aid distribution centres.

An investigative report in Israel’s longest
running newspaper, Haaretz, described
Israeli soldiers being ordered to shoot at the
crowds as they sought aid.

In the United Kingdom, Archbishop of
York Stephen Cottrell said the violence,
starvation and dehumanisation of Gaza’s
civilians by Israel was depraved and
unconscionable.

Their brutality was a flagrant breach of
international human law, Bishop Cottrell said
in a statement in July.

Speaking at the recent Church of England
General Synod Archbishop of Jerusalem
Hosam Naoum rejected any policy that
would amount to the ethnic cleansing of the
Palestinian population in Gaza.

In July, faith-based humanitarian agency
Caritas Australia joined civil society organ-

isations, including Amnesty International
Australia, politicians and others to honour
the 17,000 children killed in Gaza since the
conflict started.

They read out the name and age of
each child during their 24-hour Voices for
Gaza vigil held outside Parliament House in
Canberra, and called on the government to
pressure Israel more.

Amnesty Australia media associate
Rayana Ajam said the focus was on making
sure that aid delivery went back into the
hands of UN and other humanitarian
agencies who had the proper delivery
mechanisms and resources to effectively
deliver aid.

Caritas Australia programs director Dan
Skehan said ahead of the vigil that it was a
moment of mourning, as well as a call for
justice, humanity, and peace.

Mr Skehan said Caritas wanted a lasting
ceasefire, the upholding of humanitarian law
and the preservation of the sanctity of places
of refuge, including hospitals, schools and
places of worship.

He said Caritas was also grieving the
many lives lost after a recent attack on Gaza’s
Holy Family Church.
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‘Remarkably unified’: British
clergy against assisted dying

H Lesa Scholl

British faith leaders warn proposals to
legalise assisted dying will increase risk to
the most vulnerable because of shortfalls in
social and palliative care.

The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
is with the House of Lords, having passed
the House of Commons by 23 votes on
20 June, 2025.

London’s Church of England bishop
Sarah Mullally responded to the vote saying
the bill was unworkable and unsafe, and
multiplied potential risks to terminally ill
people.

Bishop Mullally said it was shocking
that the state only funded about one third
of palliative care, but it would fully fund a
service for terminally ill people to end their
own lives.

The private member’s bill, which
proposed legalising assisted dying for
adults who were expected to die within six
months, was introduced to parliament in
October 2024.

Christian, Islamic, Hindu, Jewish and
Sikh leaders protested the bill, citing the
possibility of life-threatening abuse and
coercion, in an open letter in The Observer
in November 2024.

“In this environment, it is easy to see
how a right to die’ could all too easily end
in feeling you have a duty to die,” they
wrote.

“Investment in palliative care is the
policy of a truly compassionate nation.”

Former Archbishop of Canterbury George
Carey has been an outspoken supporter
of the bill and believed he was not in the
minority in the church.

In an October 2024 statement he said
many Christians believed the distress at
the end of life needed to be met with
compassion, which might include assistance
to die.

“Palliative care has made great strides, but
this law will make a real difference to those
whose agony at the end is too great even for
modern medicine to alleviate,” he said.

A March 2025 study in the Journal of
Anglican Studies found 81 per cent of clergy
and 66 per cent of laity were against assisted
dying.

According to a Salvation Army survey,
while 78 per cent of the general public
supported assisted dying, the majority were

concerned the elderly, people with disability
and those with mental health issues could be
pressured to end their lives.

Central Exeter parish lay member
Christopher Stokes said he did not have a
firm position on assisted dying, but while
there was a marked split in the church on
issues like sexuality and abortion, assisted
dying was different.

Dr Stokes said liberal Anglicans were
uneasy about assisted dying on the grounds
of dignity of life and anxiety around
CONSCiOUS Or uNconscious pressure put on
people not to be burdens to their families.

London vicar Richard Bastable said
the response from churches and other
faith groups had been remarkably unified
against the bill, as seen in the open letter he
organised with over 1,000 clergy signatures
in November 2024.

Fr Bastable said those with disabilities,
the elderly, abuse victims, the poor, ethnic
minorities and women were at greater risk
of being coerced into a premature death and
were less likely to have supportive family and
social networks.

He believed the lack of concrete proposals
regarding funding for palliative care was a
grave moral failing on the part of the state
and hoped the bishops in the House of Lords
would seek greater provisions for palliative
care.

English public law expert Philip Murray
did not believe the bill contained adequate
safeguards to prevent coercion or to protect
vulnerable people such as those with
disabilities.

“What we don’t want is a law that just
waves away any concern about capacity,”
he said.

He was concerned there was a lot of
discussion about how to help someone with
a disability be made aware of the potential
option of assisted suicide but not about
safeguarding them from pressure.

Dr Murray said religious-based hospices
might be forced to allow provision for
assisted suicide against their values.

He did not believe the ability for indi-
vidual practitioners to refuse to participate
was enough to protect institutions.

“It really is quite something to say you
must tolerate the provision of something
you think is profoundly wrong and immoral
on your premises,” he said.

Victoria was the first Australian state
to legalise assisted suicide, passing the
legislation in November 2017.

Assisted dying, or assisted suicide, is
different from voluntary euthanasia, which
is when the doctor administers the drugs to
the patient.

Under the bill, a doctor would prepare
the medication, but the patient must
administer it themselves.

Both assisted dying and voluntary
euthanasia are currently illegal throughout
Great Britain.

This bill applies to England and Wales.
The Scottish parliament is considering its
own end-of-life bill while Jersey and the
Isle of Man have already backed assisted
dying and the legislative processes are
underway.
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Growing churches ‘starts in a diocese

Before he was chosen Archbishop-elect, Bishop Ric Thorpe spoke to The Melbourne Anglican
about his journey in the church growth movement and passion for growing churches.

H Jenan Taylor

What drew you to the
church growth space?

I was brought up in the church, and the first
19 years of my life were in a middLle of the
road Anglican Church.

At university, | took a step away from
church and thought | would do things on
my own, but the leader of the Christian
Union in my university invited me to church
where everything fell into place. | had an
encounter with Jesus, and that completely
changed everything for me, and | became
involved in university mission work. The
year after university, | worked with an evan-
gelist and became his assistant, carrying his
bags, driving his car, and it blew my mind.
| went to all these different places and
cities and universities and saw hundreds
of people becoming Christians. It totally
changed my whole perspective to know that
this was part of what was possible, that
people, who didn’t know God, could come
to know God and have their lives turned
around and changed.

| became a marketing manager at
Unilever, and during that time, | was attend-
ing a local church Holy Trinity Brompton.
| joined a small, dynamic group of young
people led by the then curate called Nicky
Gumbel, and it was a. Nicky and Pippa
Gumbel let the young people just get on
with it. And so we had just an amazing time,
and it grew, and we started planting small
groups. There were mid-sized groups, about
30 to 35 people, and within three years,
there were about 300 people who were all
in their 20s, who had grown up together,
coming to faith, and were in this space in
the church where anything was possible.

So in terms of church growth, I've seen
what it is for people to come to Christ,
and for my own faith to come alive and to
see the growth as possible. | know it’s a
challenge in many, many places, but I've
seen it happen.

After | was ordained | returned to Holy
Trinity Brompton as a curate and was
overseeing the children and youth. | became
involved with the daily running of the
church, because the vicar, Sandy Miller and
curate Nicky were doing a lot of traveling

with the Alpha course as it was beginning
to expand. My job was to keep the home
fires burning. But even then, a lot of the
work was helping groups grow, helping
leaders develop a variety of things from
pastoral care to evangelism to deepening
their theological understanding and
developing children’s leaders. In 2005 we
were invited by the bishop to bring new life
to a church in East London. There were only
12 people in that church, and we took our
small group of 20 people and moved house
to the East End of London. This was a part
of London which was 45 per cent Muslim
and where just 10 per cent East Enders
were people who believed, but didn’t go to
church. A number of other people came and
joined us, and altogether we started with
100 people. We went on to see the church
grow, and were able to revitalise four other
churches over a 10-year period.

“So in terms of church
growth, I've seen what it is
for people to come to Christ,
and for my own faith to
come alive and to see the
growth as possible.”

Lots of church planting is starting
something from scratch, but most of
my experience has been in revitalising
something existing. Bringing new life and
new energy to it catalyses something new.
| just saw these churches grow and some
of them were a lot more challenging than
the one we were in.And so it’s very much
about learning from each other, a learning
community. And within that, we were able to
support the other churches. As the stronger,
larger church we were able to support them
financially, but also we were networked
together. So that if someone went on
holiday, we could actually help resource
them and look after the church while they
were taking a break. To be honest, we were
all just having a go, and didn’t really know
what we're doing. But it was fun, and | left
in 2015 to become a bishop. But those
who have kept on planting, have kept on

growing, have kept on making an impact in
a very tough place in London.

You were going to plant 100
new churches by 2020, and
beyond that had more ambitious
plans. Tell me about this.

| was advisor to the Bishop of London for
church planting, and he said to me, “We
need a goal around church planting.” So |
said, “How about 100 churches by 2020?”
and they all laughed at me. But when |
unpacked, | said, “We’ve got 400 parishes.
So that means that in the next seven years,
one in four have got to start something
new. So then they said, “Oh is 100 enough?”
It’s interesting when you unpack it and say,
“What could one church do? One deanery
do?” At the beginning of 2020, we were up
to 87 and then something just happened
to just slow things down a bit in March -
COVID 19! So, we achieved our goal in 2021
and we then started thinking, “What’s our
2030 vision?” We realised we’d learnt how
to do this in the first seven years, and we’'d
accelerated our church planting by a factor
of six just by being intentional about it and
putting resources around it. So we set the
goal for 2030 by saying, “Why doesn’t each
parish try and plant something in their
parish, or if they need something to be
revitalized, to consider that as one of the
goals.” And we decided to try and do 400 by
2030.

I've always thought with goal-setting
it doesn’t matter too much if you don’t
achieve it if it's an ambitious goal. The most
important thing is it’s helping you to think
differently. If you can do an achievable goal,
you think “Well, we're just going to keep
doing what we’ve always done,” whereas if
you go for an ambitious goal, and you think
“That would be really good if we could do
that, it would be much better,” then it helps
you realise: “If we really think that’s our
goal, then there is no way we can do it the
way we're doing it now. So we have to think
differently.” You begin to start asking people
outside your context, or other people who
are within it, to say, how might we achieve
this? And you begin to get ideas flowing.
You begin to start thinking about maybe
doing training differently, or doing support
differently, or maybe giving people a chance
to plant, but as a lay person, rather than
ordained person, and overseeing them with
the oversight of a priest, so they’re watched
over, theyre looked after. You might give
younger people a chance to have a go and
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Melbourne Archbishop-elect Ric Thorpe.

while they're doing that, to be trained on
the job. | don’t want to diminish the role of
ordained people, but at the same time, lots
of people could be doing new things in new
places, in new ways, under the oversight

of a parish priest, and that then begins to
be a dynamic context to be able to try new
things.

In London, we're very clerical, and we're
quite well resourced. This means we can get
into a situation where we think the priest is
everything, and actually, the capacity of the
priest can only grow so far, whereas when
the priest learns to give away responsibility
and to train lay leaders and equip them to
be able to help that priestly work, then that
begins to start seeing growth. You're releas-
ing ministry. You're releasing the ability for
leadership and ministry to happen, and we
can see extraordinary things happen.

The church has always
been there, and the

job of the church is to
sustain itself for the next
generation.

Church attendance in developed nations
is declining almost everywhere. Has
the church growth movement made a
difference in the numbers in the UK?

| often talk about it not as a tale of two
cities, but a tale of two churches where
there is institutional decline that has been
going for 100 years. Apart from one blip, |
think, in the 1940s, year on year, it’s been in
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decline. The other side of that coin is that
there is a movement of churches that are all
growing. Some are large churches growing
and planting. Some are small churches that
are growing and some of these are planting
as well. There are mid-sized churches that
are growing. And there’s a movement of
churches that are learning from each other
and encouraging each other to say, “This is
possible.” And as they plant, that movement
is growing, and the data is showing us that a
lot of younger people who are in the church
are part of that movement of church growth.
And if younger people are in it, then as
they get married and have children and they
want their children to come to church, that’s
a means for growth as well. So, there will
come a time, and | don’t think it’s going to

Continued over page
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Growing churches ‘starts in a diocese with love’ — from p25

be very long, before those two lines intersect
and the growth outperforms the decline.
Now, the reality is that decline will hap-
pen in some churches, unless they change.
The church has always been there, and the
job of the church is to sustain itself for the
next generation. But in the last three or four
generations, we're seeing people who are
unchurched, people who know nothing about
Jesus, they know no stories about the Bible. If
churches expect people to understand when
theyre preaching what the gospel is, the
people coming in will feel totally alienated
from the experience of what’s going on. They
just don’t have frameworks for it, which is
why the churches need a different approach.
And if churches are not evangelistic if they're
not paying attention to the context and just
thinking all we need to do is keep doing
what we’ve always done, | think there’s a
great danger that we will keep declining.

Obviously external factors cause quite

a bit of the decline in attendance

and people in the Church. But what’s
happening inside churches? Are they
contributing in their own way to decline?

| can only speak for my own context. That’s
a really difficult question to answer, and |
slightly want to reframe that, because in

“I think the churches that
have overcome some of the
struggles and challenges
are those that have
accepted that they need to
change, they've exercised
humility and said, Can we

have some help?’”

my experience, every church is trying to
do its best. And often they're struggling.
They're trying to work out how we survive?
What do we do? | think it takes a big, a big
heart in a church to say we need help. The
humility involved in asking for help is a
beautiful thing, and it’s a really hard thing
because we've got that deadly sin of pride,
and we don’t want to ask for help, and that
can stop things happening.

| think the churches that have overcome
some of the struggles and challenges are
those that have accepted that they need
to change, they've exercised humility and

said, “Can we have some help?” And they've
recognised that it’s not all about resources
from outside or needing more money, or
some more leaders. It’s about having the
humility to say, “I'm prepared to change,”
because if people don’t experience people
welcoming them or using that resource
wisely, then they might be well meaning
and come for a while, but will drift away if
they’re not welcomed and embraced and
the changes that they might bring aren’t
enabled to be actuated.

It's a complex thing, and it starts in
a diocese with love. We need to love
the church. Jesus loves His church. He’s
building his church. He’s wanting to see
good things in the church. The posture
we need to have is, how can we keep on
listening? How can we keep on learning
so that we can embrace the change
that we need. As the church, we need to
be learning, particularly in this current
missional context that we find ourselves
in. Melbourne has amazing churches. They
love the Lord and they love this city, and
they want the city to be impacted with the
Gospel of Jesus. When we think like that,
when we're together in that mission, what
can we not do in the church to reach our
city?

Archbishop-elect.
Ric Thorpe and wife, Louie.
Picture: supplied




peace this
2ation

B Philip Hughes, Audrey Statham,
Michael Noble, and Robert Dawlings

September is the time of year when many
Christian people from around the world
pause to reflect on God’s creation of the
universe and particularly our common
home Earth. The annual Season of Creation
celebration of prayer, lament, praise, and
confession takes place this year from

1 September to 4 October.

This celebration has been a regular part
of the church calendar for more than three
decades and is an affirmation that the God
we worship is the creator of all things and
that being made in God’s image includes
looking after creation in such a way that it
brings glory to God.

The theme of Season of Creation this
year, Peace with Creation, is especially urgent.
We are living at a time in which creation is
not at peace but is suffering many injustices
from the way we treat it. While we can look
forward with Christian hope to a renewed
creation and God putting right all broken
relationships, this is a time for us to reflect
and act now on our relationship with the
creation.

Moreover, as growing war and civil unrest
are leaving many feeling powerless and
overwhelmed, celebrating the Season of
Creation offers a tangible way to make peace
in our own circles and foster hope within our
communities.

For Anglicans, the Season of Creation
is part of the Communion’s fifth mark of
mission: to strive to safeguard the integrity
of creation, and sustain and renew the life of
the earth. The five marks of mission express
the Anglican Communion’s commitment to

= e |

holistic and integral mission.

There are many ways that parishes can
be involved in caring for creation during
September and through the whole year. For
example, we might make special recognition
of creation in our times of worship, go for
a walk in nature and observe the amazing
kinds of trees and animals that Llive with us,
care for a community garden, or participate
in a special project.

“Celebrating the Season of
Creation offers a tangible
way to make peace in our
own circles and foster hope
within our communities.”

These small but meaningful actions
remind us that peace begins with how we
care for the world around us, and that each of
us can contribute to restoring harmony amid
global turmoil through such hopeful acts.

Our prayer book and other resources are
a source of prayer and liturgy about creation
that can be used to enhance our appreciation
of the wonders of the natural environment
and to lament about the destruction that we
inflict. September might be a time to include
sermons, prayers, and hymns in our worship
to remind us that God is the creator of all
things.

There are many ways to contemplate our
natural environment in such a way that it
brings us closer to God. Many of us are filled
with awe when we contemplate and observe
the amazing complexity and beauty of the
natural world.
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The Five Leaf Eco-Awards recognise
parishes that adopt a commitment to care
for creation and make a public statement
that caring for creation is an integral part
of the parish’s life of ministry and worship.
Parishes might even seek to advocate for a
special and local patch of nature.

The Communion Forest is the Anglican
Communion’s worldwide initiative to
safeguard and care for trees and areas of
nature. Trees are sources of beauty, food,
and shelter for us as well as the home of
myriad kinds of animals, insects and other
living creatures created by God.

As we engage in mission by caring for
our neighbours and bringing the Gospel to
the world, there will be many opportunities
to tell of God’s loving act of creation.
Wholistic mission is encompassed in the
Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of
Mission through proclaiming the kingdom,
nurturing new believers, serving others,
transforming unjust social structures, and
renewing the earth.

The fifth mark of mission today, espe-
cially, calls us to practice caring for nature
- whether planting a tree, tending a garden,
or advocating for the environment - as an
expression of hope, healing, and praise for
God’s gift of creation.

The Reverend Professor Philip Hughes is a member

of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network;
Dr Audrey Statham, Michael Noble, and Dr Robert
Dawlings are members of the Creation Care subgroup
of the Social Responsibilities Committee, Diocese of
Melbourne. To find out more about Season of Creation,
see seasonofcreation.org

To find out more about Marks of Mission, see anglican-
communion.org/mission/marks_of mission.aspx
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The transfiguration reveals what is at the

H Dorothy Lee

The Feast of the Transfiguration occurs on
August 6th each year. In the Western church
it tends to be downplayed but in the Greek
and Eastern Orthodox churches it is rightly
a major feast day. That is because it reveals
something essential to the Gospel and the
church, centred around Jesus’ identity.

The transfiguration story is found in four
places in the New Testament. In the first
three (Synoptic) Gospels, it stands at the
centre of each Gospel narrative. There is
also an abbreviated version in 2 Peter.

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus first
announces his passion, death and
resurrection (Mark 8:31) and then ascends
the mountain in company with Peter,
James and John (Mark 9:2-8). There his
clothing is transformed and becomes
luminous with an unearthly light: the very
Llight of heaven. Two key prophetic figures
of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah,
suddenly appear and speak with him. Peter
is overwhelmed but also confused and,
when he suggests the building of three
tents, a cloud covers them. The voice of
the Father acclaims Jesus as the beloved
Son, directing the disciples to listen to his
teaching.

Matthew and Luke make their own
changes to this narrative. For Matthew
(Matthew 17:1-8), it is not just Jesus’
clothing but also his face which is
illuminated, like the sun. The cloud which
envelops them is bright, light-filled. When
the disciples misunderstand and are
overcome with fear, Jesus approaches them
with compassion and raises them up. The

words of the Father from the cloud are
identical to those used at the baptism of
Jesus (Matthew 3:17), connecting the two
events.

Luke sets the whole story in the context

of prayer, as he so often does in his Gospel
(Luke 9:28-36).Jesus’ face and clothing

are transformed as the result of his prayer.
Moreover, Luke alone gives us the subject

of conversation between Jesus, Moses and
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heart of our faith

Elijah: they are discussing Jesus’ depar-
ture, his ‘exodus’, which he is to fulfil in
Jerusalem through his death, resurrection
and ascension. Luke also emphasises the

theme of glory in this event.

In the brief account from 2 Peter,
there is no reference to the disciples or
the prophets but only a general “we”, the
eye-witnesses (2 Peter 1:16-18). Instead,
the text speaks of the “majestic glory” of
the event, along with the Father’s voice
acclaiming Jesus as the beloved Son, in
wording similar to Matthew'’s.

John’s Gospel does not narrate the
transfiguration story, but its presence
is felt throughout the narrative. In the
prologue to the Gospel, the depiction of
Jesus as the Word made flesh, whose glory

“The transfiguration ...
points unmistakably both to
the glory of his resurrection
and, beyond that, to the
glory of his future coming
when the kingdom will be
finally brought to birth.”

“we beheld”, serves as a description of the
transfiguration (John 1:14). Elsewhere John
speaks of the divine glory in Jesus Christ in
language that is strongly redolent of the
transfiguration.

It may also be that St Paul has the
transfiguration in mind when he speaks of
the glory of God revealed in Christ: "And we
all, with unveiled face, beholding the mirror
image of the glory of the Lord, are being
transfigured into the same image from
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the
Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18)

The meaning and significance for us?

So what meaning do the New Testament
writers give to the transfiguration? What is
its significance for us?

In the first place, it points us to Jesus’
sublime identity as both heavenly and
earthly. It reveals the glory of his divine yet
human presence, reminding us that he is not
just a prophet, a great teacher and miracle
worker, but is also, more fundamentally, the
Son of God, the One who reveals the face of
God. In this sense, the transfiguration is an
epiphany — a theophany — a revelation of
God’s own being.

Secondly, the transfiguration also
presents a vision of God’s future as revealed
in Jesus. It points unmistakably both to the
glory of his resurrection and, beyond that,
to the glory of his future coming when the
kingdom will be finally brought to birth.

At the same time, the transfiguration story
also speaks of the disciples who represent
the church. Our destiny, because it is so
closely linked to that of Jesus, is the same.
We too will be transformed by the same
divine light to become truly like Christ, to
become holy, to become - as the Orthodox
say - divine, caught up into the eternal glory
and love of God.

Now more than ever we need to recapture
the centrality of the transfiguration. It reveals
what lies at the heart of our faith, showing
us what it means to follow Jesus, to be the
church, to give hope to the world around us.

The Reverend Professor Emerita Dorothy A.Lee AM is a
member of the Adjunct Faculty of Trinity College.

She published a book, Transfiguration, on this theme
in 2004.
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All suspicions or
reports of child abuse
must be reported to:

Police
Child Protection

Kooyoora Professional
Standards (see below)

CONTACT
NUMBERS:

POLICE
000

Reporting Child Abuse in the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne
o If a child is in immediate danger at any point CALL 000

What is Child Abuse?

Abuse and neglect
includes but is not

limited to:

Physical Abuse,
Emotional Abuse, Family
Violence, Sexual Abuse,
Grooming and Neglect.

CHILD PROTECTION: 13 12 78 (After Hours)

The Anglican Diocese of Melbourne has no tolerance for any form of abuse, harassment or
other misconduct. All concerns and reports of abuse and misconduct must be reported.

Who can report
neglect and
abuse of a child
under the

age of 18?

Children, Parents,
Staff, Volunteers,
Anyone.

North 1300 664 977 « South 1300 655 795 « East 1300 369 391

o West (Rural) 1800 075 599 « West (Metro) 1300 664 977

What sorts of things must be reported?

All child safety concerns must be reported:

« Disclosure of past and present abuse and harm
« Allegations, suspicions or observations

« Breaches of the Code of Conduct

KOOYOORA PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

1800 135 246
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"You belong here no matter
what’: Bush chaplain

H Lesa Scholl

Aboriginal Uniting Church pastor Julia
Lennon spent 20 years leading prayer and
worship in rain, wind and heat, dragging
heavy speakers from location to location to
minister to her congregation.

Mosquitoes, flies and weather conditions
were just part of the struggles of running
her Oodnadatta church without a perma-
nent home.

But in May Ms Lennon’s congregation
was able to start having services in their
own church building, with its adjacent
community healing garden.

The church building gave the congrega-
tion a sense of security, Ms Lennon said.

“People could feel relaxed and warm or
cool ... no mosquitoes,” she said.

Being able to shut the door and turn
on the air-conditioning was also a new
experience for them.

Ms Lennon said the architect deliber-
ately designed the church building to have
a sense of openness, of bringing the outside
in and letting the inside out.

“We can have the best of both worlds,”
she said.

Congregant Maxine Marks said she just
looked around and felt blessed when she
walked into the church for the first time.

“We have walls around us, we have a
floorboard, we have a ceiling, and we have
lights. We can go to the power and turn
it on instead of dragging cords across the
road,” she said.

But the congregation still valued
worshipping in nature. Ms Marks said they
enjoyed both and they would continue to
worship outside under the stars.

“It’s a unique thing ... that
we’re coming together as
one in unity and in love and

forgiveness.”
Julia Lennon

“No matter whether we're inside or
outside, we still have that worship,” she said.
The Oodnadatta church and garden’s
location was significant for the congre-
gation because they saw it as reclaiming

land and working toward healing from
generational trauma.

The church and garden were built where
Colebrook Home stood, the first institution
established by the United Aborigines
Mission in 1924.

The UAM was a non-denominational

evangelical organisation implicated in the
Australian Human Rights Commission’s
1997 Bringing them Home report for forcibly
removing Indigenous children from their
families.

Ms Lennon said the church and garden
worked toward healing for that trauma by
allowing people to know it was a place they
could come back to.

“We just wanted to give it back to them,”
she said. “We wanted them to know ... you
belong here no matter what.”

Although horrible things had happened
there, she wanted it to be a home where
everyone could find healing and forgiveness.

“We are filling that gap and bringing the
church in to help them find that healing
within themselves,” she said. “It’s a unique
thing ... that we’re coming together as one
in unity and in love and forgiveness.”

“That’s what we look forward to in this
healing garden.”

Among the tomatoes, fruit trees and
olive trees, native shrubs and bushes,
there was a separate area set aside for
a monument and fountain as a place of
reflection.

Ms Lennon said she hoped when the
fountain was built in the next stage, the
waters would flow and people could come,
think, pray and find healing.



